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Pastors Class THE BOOKX OF JOHN LESSON #1
Dr.Wm.L.Bennett
From Tape/mc Ch. 1: 1-10

I want to talk to you for just d few moments about this wonderful book. First
of all, who wrote it? Would you believe/%hat while there's not much ques-
tion but that John, the apostle, wrote it; no where does the book say he

wrote it. But several times in the book, the apostle whom Jesus loved is
mentioned and also the witness. There's no question, among Bible students

of all schools of thought that the Apostle John, one of the disciples of

Jesus, wrote the Gospel of John.

John was the brother of James, the younger brother of James. "James was the

older of the two. His father was Zebedee; his mother was Salomi and we be-
lieve that she was the sister of Mary, the mother of Jesus, which- would,
of course, made Jesus blood kin, humanly speaking, to John, who wrote the

Gospel.

Now when did he write it? We know that it's the latest Gospel written. The
oldest Gospel is Mark, which was written about 60 A.D. and then Luke and
Matthew about the middle of the 60's. But this Gospel was written a generation

later. It was written about 95 or 100 A.D.

Now by this time, some unusual things had happened in the Xtn world and you

see this reflected in the Gospel of John. The Gospel began with Jews. It

e,

was really a group within Judaism that were converted. But aftéf(ga/yfgé of

preaching the Gospel, the Gospel had spread out over the land and the world
e

until it had got in to the Gentile world or the world, with a Greek background.

And so, we see that John is speaking to a breader audience. He's trying

to interpret the Gospel to people of Gentile background; with a Greek back-

ground. You see it in the very first verse. WE'll point it out when we come

it



to it. We also know that there were some false teaching in the church at
this time; that John was dealing with. It comes out and you can see it in
the background, if you understand what JOhn is trying to answer, which, in-

deed he does.

Now the purpose of the Gospel of JOhn is very clearly stated in the 20th
Ch., when he gets near the end of the book; when he tells you what the pur-
pose of the book is. Turn to Ch. 120: 30 & 31 (®zead) John is getting to
the end of the book and he says in V.30 - 'signs' (miracles). Now the
Gospel of John contains the whole series of signs or miracles to show that
JC IS the Son of God and should be believed. But only a FEW of them and

matter of fact, John says 'if all the things that Jesus had done, were

written down, that it would not be enough room in the world to hold the books.

We have just a little bit of what Jesus did. But we do have enough that if
we take the evidence, wsdt we'd have to know that He is the Son of God, in-
deed. But he says in V.31 - 'these are written'(that is, the whole Gospel
of John). Now this is the purpose of the Gospel of John and yet, IN the
Gospel of John, some of the greatest teaching in the world, to the Xtn, 1is

there.

For instance, the greatest section on the HS in all the Bible is in the Gos-
pel of John. That's to the believer. John 14, 15 and 16. The washing of
the feet of the disciples in John 13, is to the beleiver. But the primary

Xixskx thrust of JOhn's Gospel is to create faith in JC.

Now JOhn wrote the Gospel of John, but he didn't write only the Gospel of
John. He wrote four other books in the N.T. He wrote I. John; II JOhn; III

John, the epistles. And then he wrote the Book of the Revelation. So if

1



you take Johns writings with Pauls writings, you will notice that JOhn, next
to Paul, wrote most of the Books of the N.T. Of the 27 Books of the N.T.,
Paul and JOhn wrote 19 of them. Now Paul wrote more, but John was next to

him.

Now JOhn wrote the first Epistle of John and the pupose of the first epistle

is different from the Gospel - guite different. For instance, turn to I John,
(it's over there near the back of your Bible) the 5th Ch. and 13th V., he

tells us why he wrote his first Epistle. It's very interesting. He said (read

Now the purpose of the Epistle of John was to assure Xtns of their salvation.

It's our assurance Epistle. There were people in that day, as in every day,
who ask the question 'can I know that I'm saved?' 'Can I KNOW that I ak have
Eternal Life?' 'Can I be SURE beyond a doubt that I'm going to Heaven?,'

Yes, you can and I'll tell you where you'll find it. In John. If you're
wrestling with this question in your life, if, with an open heart, you read
the First Epistle of John, you'll see whether or not you're a Born AGain

believer or not.

And I'11l tell you the standard's pretty high. There are some people that
are believing with their heads and talking who are NOT Born Again, according
to I John. But, now the Gospel of John had a different purpose, primarily.
And that was: it is an evangelistic Gospel. It is a message to those who

have never believed. It is a message to prove that Jesus IS the Son of God.

Also to draw people to Him. And yet, some of the grestest teaching in all
thé@orld, to the believer, is here. As a matter of fact, there's as much
material to the Xtn, in the Gospel of JOhn, as there is in ANY Gospel. We

think of Matthew being the great teaching Gospel. We call it 'the Ecclesias-



tical Gospel' or 'The Gospel to the Church' and you have Matt. 5: 6 § 7 (the

Sermon on the MOunt) the great teaching lessons of Jesus, of the Kingdom.

Then you have the great parables in Matt. I, personally, have never been
helped in my Xtn. Life by the teaching of Matt., as much as I have by the
teaching of John, especially on the HS. And I think that any person, who
interested in the Truth; who's interested in going forward with the Lord,
would have to take account of John's great teaching on the HS - in John 14,

15 & 16

Now, I just want to say one other thing before we plunge right into the Book.
John was writing for people who had been exposed to Greek thinking or Greek

thought. And you run into that in the very first verse. For instance, the

very first verse of Johns says: 'In the Beginning was the Word' - npw when
you see this word 'Word' - you're in a new world. You don't find this in
- = S T

Matt. Mark and Luke.

———

You see the word 'Word' in English; the English word is 'Word' but it was a

great Greek word. The philosophers used it. It's the Word 'logos' (not

'low gos, but la gaus' is the way it's pronounced. And the Greeks talked
\“_-_'_'_'_“_/

about the Logos. (%ie philosophers talked about the Logos. And what was the

he Greeks looked at the world in which we lived and-they

Logos to a Greek?
e T

—_ —

saw that it was orderly; they saw that the sun rose and set and the tides

—— g S e ;\

were on time and all this kind of thing and they said 'there's aﬁ:ind behind
R =" _—

the universe'.

You see, the Greeks were more Xtn than modern science, who deny that there's

a mind. Even the pagan Greeks knew there was a mind behind this universe.
— —

And they said 'that mind, which makes this universe orderly, is the logos'.




-

- - Il I[".-.-/
Which, they said, 1s/§ sonlng m1nd {“Then they looked inside of them and

they looked at themselves and they sald 'and man is rational - he can think.

He has memory. Unlike the lower creation'. What makes a man like this?

% o o
And the Greeks said 'it's Logos - reason, mind'.

e

John comes on the scene and he says 'now you Greeks have been talking about

the logos (the mind and reason in the universe) He's come to earth. He's

— e

come to earth in flesh. He's Jesus of Nazareth. And, of course, here's

iy}

great teaching. YOu see, when you can take an idea amax out of the world
and relate it to something spiritual, you, then, are engaging in great
teaching.

And you can imagine how the people who read this Gospel in that day thought.

Now, we don't talk about the logos today too much. But, in THAT day, you see,

—_—

that was the very talk on the streets. The Logos. And John says 'this is
—_—m—m————————

the Christ; this is the Eternal God, who is the reason behind the universe;

s = — e

the mind behind the universe and all that glves ~man meanlng, is the Llogos of

God.

Li{ﬁnd then there was another thing that was developing at this time - there
was a great false teaching in the church which, you who read much, have al-

ready encountered. It's called 'nosticism' and the Nostics were people who

P —

said that all physical things: the flesh, the physical world - is evil. The

only thing that's good is that which is spiritual. So they said that God

could not have made this phgsical universe. Not the Loving God; not the Good

—

God of the N. T.

So they said it was impossible that God could become a man. That's the last

thing that a Greek would have ever said: that God could have come to this



earth in human flesh. That's exactly what John shows us, in his first

chapter, is exactly what God DID do. The physcial is not evéil at all.

This world is not evil. Your body is not evil. Sex is not evil. The Bible,
e e = — ==

nowhere, teaches this. Now evil makes it's entrance into life, often,

through our body, often through the physical. But this world is not evil.

Physical things are not evil. LGod made it all and the Xtn Gospel teaches

———

that life is wonderful - physical Life am well as =mpX spiritual Life. In-

—_— —

deed, the Gospel doesn't divide it. _I'm one person with the Lord. My body

is just as sacred to the Lord as my soul, that's gonna be resurrected. And
that's the glorious thing about the Gospel of Christ is: that it sanctifies

the TOTAL man and it gives meaning to all of life.

And so, John deals with this false teaching of Nosticism - the physical; the
'A___‘“-!_—'—"__—_‘—'_-—"-'—-—_“"-—-————-————____

flesh is evil. And then, by this time, there was a John, the Baptist move-

ment in the church. And this is very understandable. It's understandable,
to any of us, who've had any relationship with the church or with leaders
in the church. There was a group of people in the church who got their eyes

on John the Baptist.

—
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Well, John was on the scene first; he had his disciples; he was quite a dynamic

<

preacher; quite a cynamic man and they were following John. So in the very

first chapter, John sets all of this to rest. He says 'I'm not the Messiah.

I'm not the one to follow. I'm just the witness'. And no greater harm ever

comes to the work of God than for people just to follow a man.

Now a preacher needs loyalty; a teacher of a S.S5. Class must have loyalty

and XEXXANEEEFHX followship. But when that person becomes a substitute for
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God, great damage is done to the Kingdom of God. Even as great a man as

JOhn was not Jes;; nor is he to be honored, as Jesus. Wehn we get to the —
At . ] ot

19th Ch. of Jokn, we find a whole group of people, in the 19th Ch. of John

who've not got any further than John's baptism. They've heard the message

of John; they've been baptized in water, but they've never believed on Jesus;

they've never received the HS; they're not even the children of God.

John

And R¥¥X has to instruct them. This was quite a while after Pentecost and

i e .

after the church was going. So John was trying to point out the error of
Nosticism; he was trying to point out the error of following him, instead
of JC. Now, IN the Gospel of JOhn, we have some of the most exciting things

in the Bible that you don't xzg find anywhere else.

The Gospel of John is of enesnable value just for those things in it which
you don't find in Matt., Mark or Luke. For instance: in the 2nd Ch. of
John, you find the turning of the water into wine - what a lesson that 1is.
We don't find it anywhere else. In the 3rd Ch. of John and ONLY in the 3rd
ch. of John, we find the great interview with Nicodemus. You don't find

that anywhere else.

In the 4th Ch. of John, you find about the conversion of the Samartian wo-
man - this adulterous woman, who's thrown her life - been married 5 times.

A very modern woman, indeed. She'd been married 5 times and her life was
ruined, as a man would see it, and yet, she was redeemed and became an evan-
gelist. And then you go on through the Gospel of John: in the 11th Ch. of
Johnm, you have the resurrection of Lazrus, the greatest miracle in the N.T.

You don't have that anywhere else.

In the 13th Ch. of John, gou have the washing of the feet, which is one of



the most beautiful lessons in all of the Bible. Often misinterpreted. But
which has such relation to the saints of God today. There's some churches
that engage in physical feet washing and they feel this is the meaning of

that. We'll deal with this, in depth, when we get to the 13th Ch.

Then in ch. 14, 15 § 16, we have the very words of Jesus, in the Upper Room,
on the HS. The wonderful teaching of Jesus on the HS. You don't find this
anywhere else in the Bible. In the 17th Ch. of John, you have the Lords
Prayer - you don't have it anywhere else. We have the disciples prayer in
Matt. and Luke but you don't have the Lords Prayer - ther mx REAL Lords

Prayer is found nowhere except the 17th Ch. of John.

And then it's very interesting that in the Gospel of John, you have three of
the seven last words of Jesus on the cross, which you don't find anywhere

else. You have the Third Word, you don't find it anywhere else. In John

19: 26 § 27. You hawe the Fifth Word in John 19:28 - you don't find it any-
where else. And you have the Last Word - no, the SIXTH Word in John 19:30:
'Woman behold thy son; son, behold thy mother'; 'I thirst' and 'it is finished

Those are in JOhns Gospel.

You have an account of the f£ixsx thrusting of the spear in the side of John
and the flowing of the water and the blood. You have that nowhere else except
in the Gospel of John. You have the account of Thomas. Thomas speaks in

the Gospel of John. You see him mowhere else. Andrew becomes a real person-
ality in the Gospel of John. You find him no where else. The same is true

of Phillip.

And so, you have things in the Gospel of John, if you just study the things

in John that's not in the other three Gospels. And we call the other three



Gospels: The Synoptic Gospels - Matt. Mark and Luke are called the Synoptics
which is a word, which means 'they see alike'. That is , they record MUEH
of the same things. And they're called the Synoptic Gospels - Matt., Mark

and Luke, because they see the same things. They record the same things.

John records something quite difference - or his approach - and yet, of

course, it is the same witness to JC. Now let's turn to the first chapter.
We covered 4 or 5 verses of this before Christmas and we'll not repeat our-
selves today in this, but we will just move through it and show how it fits

together. How exciting it is - every word of it. He begins

V. 1(read) 'in the beginning' (you look back in Genesis 1:1 it says same

thing). John says 'in the beginning' - but JOhn is tgiii2g2§bout a different

W N =
beginning. In Genesis, the writer is talking about an jactual time in his- XK

e Whew /‘57”/”4‘”7{

But John is talking about(ﬁhtlmé that cannot be dated at all. In the Be-~
- e —— % '__———'————-——___,

ginning WAS the Word (that's logos). We've talked about it. Was the Word.

He's talking about the Eternal Christ who existed from Eternal ages; had no

birthday in Eternisy. And He says three things about Him;

A

/ + FIRST: HE WAS ETERNAL. Eternal has no beginning nor ending of

days. The Eternal Word.

/.« SECOND: HE WAS EQUAL WITH GOD.He WAS with God. Which God? God,

the Father; God, the HS. But not only that, he says

"2 THIRD: THE WORD WAS GOD. He's Eternal; He was equal WITH God

and He was God Himself. And so, in that one statement, alone, you have
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probably, the greatest statement on Jesus t has ever been made by anybody,
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Some years ago theﬁe was a book published 'The Small Town Man' and it was

inspired by the fact that Jesus was born in the small town of Bethlehem and

reared in the small town of Nazareth. But listen, this is not what gave Jesus

His uniqueness. The thing that gave Him uniqueness is that He WAS God from

Eternal Ages, come to earth in a human body.

7
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" The Living Bible translates this to say: QE?fore anything?else existed,

(;?ere was Chrlst Wlth God. He has always been alive and He's always been God'.

And that s what he's saying. The verb S'was' here - you could give a whole
WA
lecture on it. But it means 'eternal being'. In the beginning_ﬁEWAYS was

_the Word. And the Word ALWAYS was with God and the Word ALWAYS was God. Talk

= . T

about the old-time religion... Xtn- 1ty is the old-time religion. You just
T ———————

‘EEELEﬁiilghi;' It didn't begin yesterday. It began before ANY world was

created and we can't even date it.

That's how great it is. V.2(read) this verse states V.1, but in a different
N..._‘_‘_‘_‘__

—_—

way. Which the Bible often does. But the emphasis is on 'the Eternity of

Christ'.

V.3(read) the nostics (I've already been talking to you about this) the nos-
tics (and, incidentally, they claim to be Xtns). They were not on the outside

of the church. See, the church has never been threatened by people on the
—_— e ——

outside. The church today, is not threatened by the outside. The threat to
-;____—-'-__'_—-a—-'

_——  —

the church his ALWAYS on the inside. ALWAYS!

And the nostics were right inside the church and they were teaching that all



matter is evil. They were teaching it - it's foolishness to say that God,

W ———

A Good God, created this world in which we live. And so, John answeres that
——
in verse 3. He puts that to reast. He says 'all things were created by

_this Eternal Logos (or Word).iigbL thingéfﬁ Not part, but everything. And

———

the word here in the Greek means 'everything' individually.

Everytlittle thing. Every atom. Every single thing in this universe, was

created by JC. He's not only the Redeemer; He's the Creator. 'All things
were made by Him(and then the negative is stated) and without Him(or apart

FROM Him) was not anything made that WAS made'. This world was made by

_Jesus. It was not made by the devil. And it was not made by an evil God.
— . pr— =—— [ —_____—'__—-——-__

There's only one God and this is a wonderfﬁi_world because He made it.

e

It's been contaminated by sin, but it will be redeemed, as we've seen in
~our study of prophesy and God has not abandoned this world at all. We ought

not feel strange in the world, except the sin of the world. We should en-

-~

joy this world and we should enjoy the common life of this world. Because

it is a gift of God, just as much as Eternal Life is a gift of God.

Now Paul states this same thing in Col.1:16 & 17 (read). But he states it
st et it

a little di ent. He stresses the universe, as a whole, was made by Him.

——

John is pressing the universe, in it's individual parts, every little bit of

the universe, John says (as you read it in the original tongue). Now this

is very, very interesting because we've had various Exp=xxsmrgEx theories

of the creation of the world and of our solar system - before Gallileo or

-,

before about 1500 A.D., men used to teach what we call a@G.O. gentric view

of the universe - that is; that the whole ugiyerse revolveifground_nlanet
 Bodha b g EDD . R GBT = Tenl et
earth. /- /5'5' 4‘2"1”'&’_ = jh‘zr"'l 2j 7{1,&_,_»_ e, e
— ﬁ /7//7 AL /./755?; . ey

Well, Gallileo came on the scene and invented the telescope and he proovs that
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everything was revolving around the sun and so, we moved to a Heleo-centric

view of the universe. But you know the G.0. Centric view and the Heleo-centric

v1ew of the unlverse are both wrong?

Modern sciende has proved that the universe is not revolving around the sun
w
because we live in just one unlverse or one solar system, and one scientist

_claims there are twelve quad -rillion solar systems. And I don't have enough

space to write that on the board, but it would 12, with 15 zeros. ANd that

eakdxzRExmLX each one of these solar systems has it's own sun. So that ~—

p— ——

means that our sun is not the center of God's world at all. L

The world is not G.O. centric (it doesn't revolve around planet earth); the
world is not heleo-centric (it does not revolve around the sun) but the world
is christo-centric and that s what the Bible teaches. ANd that's what John

—_— e — - —

is teaching. The world is christo (or Christ centered). Heres the word:

the world is Christo centered. And the atom doesn't hold the world together.

Z /z 7
There was a scientist in Los Alamos, N.M. that says that the world is held

together by the colosian force, based on Col.1:17 'all things are held to-
———— N e T — e

gether by JC'. This world was made by JC; this world is held together by
g = P _——— .

—

Jesus. If Jesus were to withdraw His power, this world would fly to pieces.
-u—-—""'-._'_ A e

He made it; He holds it togkther and it'll stay here and operate as long as

He wants it to.

And when He takes His hands off of it, it will fly in a thousand pieces. It's

al revolving around Him. Isn't it wonderful! You see, science has not di-
i - L —

menished MY faith in God. Or MY faith in the Saviour. It's increased my
,__,—————"_"———-——-""_“—'—""'A\___, - e e

,,_fiiﬁhfin Him. We have so much bigger God. We didn't used to know much about

our universe. And everything that science learns just broadens the size of
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Jesus Christ. He made it all, John says.

V.4(read) He's the Creator but in Him was Life. Now there are two kinds of

[:zife mentioned in the Bible. There's biological life and then there is

oe life and this means Spiritual Eternal Life. And that's the word you have

here, isfzof;‘ I was traveling over here in Okla. coupla months ago and I

passed by_zhe ZOE Church and I said ‘'there's somebody that had a lesson in
pas— e ekt

Greek'. They called it The Zoe. Zoe Church - it's a pretty good name for
— A
_a church, if anyone understands what it is. If you got that kind of life in

a church, you've got axx real life.

-— —

'In Him was Life' - and this Life was the light of men. (Unt2l this Life comes
‘—""'-_-_\“‘_-‘_‘\__1 .

in to our life, there's darkness. I would have to describe my experience

—— e —

before I became a Xtn as darkness. I did not know the Bible at the time and

I did not know the language that was used like this, but my mind and my heart

and my path was filled with darkness.

I had been to schood but I was darkened and the future was dark. I couldn't

— . — S

see. Everything was so uncertain with me. And so clear, that when Jesus

-—
came in to my heart, the thing brightened up and things looked wonderfully

BRIGHT to me. For a Liéﬂffwas turning me on, in my soul. This has been an

—

éﬁperience with me: in Him was Light. And John teaches that there's only

Life in Him. And outside of Him, is only death.{ﬁ;deéaki,

r Sz 7 . p A /‘// f {/; o - ) o T "
/"7%;7’ |l R ES ,j;-fifﬁf} V. il T °

Now many people don't know this. And they are living in the flesh; they're
living it up and sometimes, I have people to tell me 'well, I'm happy like I
am. -I'm not a Xtn, but I'm happy!!’ But you see, they --- that's just a

I ——— i = =

relative type of happiness. It's like a man saying 'well, I'm happy driving

a T-model Ford(until he

discovers a Cadillac). Or it's like a person saying
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'I just love hotdogs' (until he eats charcoat steak, you see). You see,
e

-—

there are many people who are self-satisfied in their sins and the flesh,

but yet, it's death compared to Life. It's darkness compared to the Light.
In Him was life and the life was the light of men. Then, in V. 5, he says

V.5(read)that's a poor translation - that word 'comprehended it' because

e — S

that means understood. That's not what John's saying. .The word he uses

xxx there means{igighgot overtake_itT} The picture you have is that the
e

darkness 1s chasing hhe 11ght like a dog chasing a rabbit. That the dark-

bgegg_gfﬁg;g?;s—pugsulng the light. Chasing it. But John says that the dark-
— e

ness of sin has never overtaken the Light.

You know, that's a wonderful thought to me today. I heard Kissinger the
other night talk about the spread of Communism. It's a frightful thing. One
out of three people in Italy, communist. ONe out of six in France. And he
says if they get into Nato, those countries of Western Europe,elect a

communist governmenk{ they will sit on the Counsels of Nato, the defense

against the Soviet Union. éyaﬁﬂb?;f%“7éLéL’/ . A7
e p 727 'W%;/’ = ol
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It looks dar . 1ndeed, as we 1 look at the world picture Dark. Dark.

But listen, the B1b1e has said that the darkness will never overtake the

—_—

Light. The greatest th w1tness in the world today, is in the Soviet Union.

The strongest churches in the world today, are in khex Russia, where commu-

nism is flourishing, so much.

The darkness has always chased the Light and it has looked like throughout

Xtn history, that it would overtake it and it looks like that communism, if

it continues for another genération - certainly for TWO generations, it will



i E -

have the whole world, if it continues as it has for the last two generations.

it would have the whole wide world, including the U.S.

Really, if it continues to gain, it hasn't suffered a set-back, in 60 - or

50 years. But the promise of the Lord is: that the darkness CANNOT overtake

the Light. Right in the midst of the darkest time, God raises up John Wick-

leth in England, when they had no Bibles. Just a country preacher. Over
—_—
in Behemia, He raises up JOhn Huss. Uwer in GErmany, Martin Luther. Up in
-

Scotland - John Knox. }g AF,?/;
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ST 75— 2 il Dty At Fire e
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In the DARKEST hour when darkfiess looks like it's got the last word and will

close the church and stop every preacher preaching - and burn every Bible -

God moves in. He just won't let it happen. It's that way.

_ {4?( ‘
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7) In the Fourth Century, Julian (he was called Julian, the Apostate by the Xtns)
~'4'__‘-'_—-'-~_—~___________

he mxx was a great enemy of Xtn-ity. He killed the Xtns; he burned the

Temples; he did everything he could and finally, he died. He was killed and

while he was dying, his last words were 'Oh Galileean, Thou hast conquored'

—

You CANNOT stamp out the Light.
S

And it shines the brightest in the darkness and the greatest opportunity for

S e

you to witness and for a church to w1tness and to invite people to Bible study
is in the dark age in which we live. The greater the darkness - the brighter

the Light. ANd JOohn says it'll never overtake it.

V. 6 thru 9 (he talks about the witness to the Light). V.6 instroduces us

e S

to one of the great characters of the Bible. John the Baptist. You say, well

was he a Baptist? No, he wmas not a member of the Baptist Denomination. There
e e e - — 5

were no denominations in those days. You say 'well, why is he called John,
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teh Baptist'? Well, really, John, the baptizer. That's what that means.
He baptized, in water. He was(before Christ died) he was of the miad=xx old

dispensation. He was the last prophet of the 0ld Covenant.

R

John calls him a man. This was the text that was preached at my Ordlnatlon

Sermon. There was a Man. Isn t it amazing? Why didn't God send %51335331_5

———

Why didn't God just {raln down_ _Some 1nstruct10ns from Heaven that Messiah
TN ——

IE———

was coming? I don't know. Why would God call me to preach? I don't know.

Why would He call you to teach? And to w1n souls9 I don't know.

: ,;;_ St 491//1 V)Q‘ﬁ) ( G QL&"IZ— // .,_p_lz,/‘j7l’(/{~£/
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He's called men. No fI think there s an emphasis on real manhood here. I

——

think it takes a real man to preach the Gospel. I think it takes a real man,

woman to teach S. S.! to be a real Xtn. I think it takes a man and man here,
S sl
of course, does not exclude woman. It's the generic word and it means, of

c ourse, 'humanity'. But here we have one of the male sex. 'There was a Man'.

And notice, it says 'sent from God'. Sent from God. Now JOhn the baptist

did not have a virgin birth but it was quite a miracle. His birth was quite

————

a miracle. Because h15 mother and father were far beyond the age of having

children. Zechariah and Ellzabeth. And John the baitist was filled with the

HS from his mxxx mothers womb. So remarkable, that Jesus says, in Matt. 11:11

™
(read). Not a greater, than John. ;é:;,a
Tt WW /W/C
e —

And, of course, you can imagine how great he had to be, because he is the

one who is going to introduce Jesus to the world. You see, Jesus didn't

come and say 'hey, look here. I'm the Messiah. Come bver here'. He didn't
e —————— e ——

do it that way. _God sent John about six months before Jesus came on the

— e,

X¥HE scene, to introduce Him. And, as we'll see next time, John did not

_even know Jesus. Until he saw the HS come upon Him. God had spoken to him,
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but he had not met Jesus. According to his own testimony. It's one of the
real mysteries. But he instroduced Jesus to the world.

Dl = A7) Jppatins ﬁM 7%}0/

There was a’man sent from God, whose name was John. Now the word 'john" is

a wonderful name in the Bible. 1Its the 0.T. wordL;Joﬁathah'. You remember

S—

the friend of David? Johathan? But it's a hallowed hame in the Bible.

You've got John Mark; John the apostle (who wrote the Gospel) and then you
goth9EEiggié;hnd_Joﬁn nglgy}igot John Calvin... but the word 'John' means
'the Gift of God'. The gift of God and indeed, John was the gift of God.

He was sent from God to do a very special work. Now if you read of him in
2 L yery ol

Luke's Gospel, you will find that he was aﬂﬂglxﬁgizgﬁ}ndeed. He was a humble
_man. He was ahgzggzhfgf:gfﬁgzizer. And if you read in Matt. you find what

a great preacher he was. He preached repentence and judgment. John was quite
cxll RPN (PR

a preacher. He wouldn't go over too well today, in many, many places.

£
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He was not a prechette, preaching a sermonettes to Xtn-ettes who smoked

~cigarettes, who need chlorettesn4 He wasn't that at all. He didn't mince

_“"_"--—\_
any words. He just stood up and preached and some of the biggest people in

town came to be baptized and he said 'oh, no, we're not gonna baptize you, =
you generation of snakes.' CAn you imagine? He was not too concerned about

his image or winning friends and influencing Greeks. He was not too interes-

ted in that. No. He was just interested in obeying God.

He was a messenger tEEE#EEE_EEEE.EQﬁQEEEEEE_ETEEEsagenﬁnd’ of course, he's
the type of every true preacher. You know what a true preacher is? 1It's
like a Western Union Messenger Boy. He's just to deliver the message. That
God gives and what people DO with it is between them and God. That's all I

can do. I'm not to edit it. I'm certainly not to make it up. I'm just to

e ——
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deliver the message. That God has given me ,42 D

Just a Western Union Messenger Boy - that's all the preacher is, really.

r

Just one who speaks from the message of God.

Adn so he goes on to say in V.7(read) who is the Light? That's Jesus. Here
is the key ward (in latter part of verse) of the whole Gospel: he came as

— =

a witness, fhat all men, through Jesus, mighi_béigg;gﬁ. This word 'believe'

“XVCEE#Ehﬁtﬁﬁiﬂﬂggg in Johns Gospel. It appears(

mean what we generally mean by the word 'believe'. When we_ﬁse the word,

ANd it doesnrt

A
!!\
|

ne hundred times

'believe', it's an intellectual word.
I believe what I read in the paper. I believe; I believe. It appeals to
my mind. It's rational. That's not wak what it means in the Bible. In the

Bible, it means 'trust'. It means 'commjt'. It means “surrender'. It
= —— ————

means 'to rest your weight upon' - 'to rely' - to 'give yourself to'. For
e — W
instance, in the 2nd ch. of John and 24th verse, if you'll look over there in

John 2:24(read) feg_;he word 'commit'? That's the same word as 'believe'

———

translated in V. 7.

He did n0t~E2EEiEi—EE_EiE_EEE,EEEEEﬂEEEEEii;EEAEEET' ANd a person, of course,
in order to receive Christ, must trust Him. Just believe in the head; the
Bible says %n James 2:19 (read) but the devil never will receive Christ.

He never trusts! he never believes like Johns Gospel talks about. But John

came to bear witness of the Light.

But notice in V. 8(read) it says that he was not that Light. You see, how

John bows out? Now John could have come on the scene - after all, he was
e i = = e

first; he had a lot of following; he could have said 'well, I'm the Messiah'.
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'"I'm the one to look up to'. But you see, John didn't do that. He didn't

point to himself ever. But always pointed away.

i Py
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Now in the English text, there is a contradiction in John. If you turn to

John 5:35 (read) John 1:8 says he was NOT a light. And so, the skeptic
- L o Jiy
comes along and he says 'you see, I find a very blatant contradiction in

F_XEEE#Bible'. You do in the English text but you don't find XkxiXmx any con-

tradiction at all in the original text. Theword L ght' in JOhn 5:35 is
} P

the word 'Lamg'l John was a 'lu-cos'. Not a giost' but a 'lucos'. He

i 7 P72 / L Fa
was a burning lam y‘ o Pl Eri 7 (/ h//ﬁ e 22
— - e T A
7. 4

And there's qﬁite a difference in a lamkfand alight. The lamp has to be
Yt ——
lit and gets 1ts llght from some other zmuxExkhakxgmzsxamk source and it

e

goes out. Jesus was the very Light Himself. John was not the Light. %k He

only POINTED to the Light.

— —— —

Dr. Truett used to say that when he preached and people left the congregation

and they said 'what a great preacher' that he had failed. But, he said, if

_people left his preachlng and they said 'what a great Saviour' that he'd
e —— e

_—

succeeded., I believe that. I bellEV%I that with all my heart. I do not

believe that I can magnify Jesus and magnify myself. I believe that I can

but witness to Him when He must ever be FIRST and foremost.
John was not the Light. But he was the witness to the Light.

V.9(read) Jesus was the True Light, lighting every man that comes into the

world. Now here is the great verse for those who teach Universalism. Or

who teach that all men are going to be saved. This is their text.
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Well, this text cannot teach that. If so, it contradicts everything else

John says. This is not teaching that all men are going to be saved. But

B s

it IS teaching a great Truth, which sometimes we overlook. It is teaching
- I __‘-—__—_—————-_—

«EEEE_EE Lights the mind of every man, whoever is born. And I believe that.

_-—__.____,_-———--___-——-_

And Paul talks dout this in Romans. JS witnesses through the creation.
—

the
He's in the creation and He's given man z= mind and if he even looks at this

order, he can see God. But Paul goes on to say, in Rom 2:16(read) you can

take a man_who's never seen a Bible, never heard a sermon, there's something

in hlS heart that w1tnesses to rlght and wrong. What's this? This God.

p—_— o - — =

It's this image of God that JC has placed in his heart. I believe that if

—

= —

a man - any man - will follow the Light he has, that God will lead him to

/éQ;é )ﬁ?%z zf;i;g;” 4/¢¢L, if?ﬁ;??ﬁéy ,:%pytﬁf /,44fzx

MORE Light.
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And I believe that he'll come to know Chrlst I believe that the heathen

will be saved, if he'll just follow the Light he has. That God will give

more Light. More Light. The heathen is not without a witness. God is not
e
without a witness anywhere in the world. YOu say, well, why send missionaries

=l

then? Because God says send missionaries that people may know precisely,

of the death, burial and resurrection of Christ, and may come.

And that's our responsibility. God commands that we do it. Regardless of
this Xxfex Light, which univerdally shines. But there is nobody in the world --
I think about the Cambodians that they're killing like pigs over in Cambodia.
Those are people for whom Christ died. They are made in the image of God.
Every man is precious because this Light has shone in his life. But that

does NOT teach universal salvation. Let's look at one more verse.

V. 10 (read) that's Jesus. What a verse. He was in the world. This is re-
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ferring to His pre-incarnate state. Before He ever was born in Bethlehem;
-\-—---'__"_-———'-'"._.--"\ "1_:_'————_——

He was in the world. And He was. Never been a time when He was not in the

———— e

world. Active in the world. He was in the 0.T. _Ehgﬂggééi;gf'the Lord is

Jesus, in His pre-incarnate state. He was in the world and the world was

made by Him.
And the World knew Him not. So

Tape goes bad here -- I THINK I can hear a faint voice,

but nothing distinquishable from here to end of tape.
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