RBC - 10/22/78
Pastors Class THE BOOK OF JOHN LESSON # 34

DE. WM.L. BENNETT Chapter 19: 30 - 42
From Tape/mc

Turn to John 19:30. Every verse in the last part of JOhn is packed FULL of deep meaning.
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V. 30 - we looked at the first part of it, which was the sixth word - READ V.30 - now

He received a little vinegar at this time - He refused it at the outset. But aftef He has
suffered and paid for our sins, He took Just a little vinegar and He said 'it is finished'.
et o

I dealt with that at 1eﬁ§th last time.
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Notice the next line of this verse: now this is the very reverse of what we do and this

shows the uniqueness of Christ. _Man gives up his spirit (ceases to breath) and THEN bows
e —_— e

His head. But Jesus dowed His head and THEN gave up the ghost (spirit). Now this indica tes
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that Jesus Christ was in complete control of His own death. He, HImself said in Johns
Gospel (we've already looked at it - in John 10:18 (read) My life is in My hands and here

i B st AE
He proves it.
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Death could not have touched HIm except he had willingly given Himself to death. Now notice

SEbre it e
it says 'He bowed His head'. It doesn't say 'it fell over'. It indicates a deliberate bow-
e e ety ————— — e e s

ing of His head. He's in complete control, though He's been scourged twice and though He's
i e — ==

gone through this awful suffering and trial, He has all of His faculties; He dies willingly.

He didn't HAVE to die. That's the glory of His death. He didn't HAVE to die. He CHOSE
— ‘-._____________________________‘_
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Then it says 'He gave up the ghost'. Well, that's an ancient way of saying 'He ceased to

o i
breath'. The word 'ghost' is the word Xmemx 'pneuma' - you know pneumatic tires - pneumatic
s — e

equipment run by air. Well, that's where we get it. But this means 'spirit'. He gave up

His pneuma. He gave up His spirit, but literally, Exxx 'gave up' is not the best trans-
¢=:::f%2:: —— .

lation. He diemissed His spirit. He bowed HIs head and He just dismissed His spirit. HE

h._________________.__________________________m _———— —_— e—

dismissed it! He's in complete control of His death.

It's an amazing and beautiful thing. Now when Stephen died, in the 7th chapter of Acts,




he said 'Lord, receive my spirit'. STephens spirit was taken from him. Jesus dkd#zx dis-
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missed His spirit. It shows the beauty and the wonder of the death of JC, and, again,

shows His uniqueness. 7%;,J;2525¢H,/ Aﬁilgeymfg "
2/2’4" _

izzkzzig:;jl;rida .

V. 31(re 'preparat Indeed, the word 'preparation' means 'Friday

in the Greek. Indeed it was very close to the Sabboth because Jesus died at 3 P.M. in

the afternoon. The Sabboth began in 3 hours. They had to get that body off the cross,
v o hqm e e

and had to dress it and had to get it in a tomb before sunset, because the Jewish Sabboth
S S S — — -

began in 3 hours. So the Jews have a real emergency.
H-_-_'_""‘“-—-—-——-_.___..-f

They've not shown any mercy upon Jesus and this is not mercy but this is simply keeping their

law. Because it was the preparation onFriday before their Lords Day or their Sabboth,

they, of course, are determined that the body of Jesus will be taken down. Because they

don't want it up there. They don't want the body of a criminel uj there on the Sabboth

and especially, THIS Sabboth -ﬁit_gges_pn to_eay t@gt_the body shall not remain upon the

cross ons the SAbboth Day for tyat_Sabboth Day was a high day.

What does that mean? Itwas the Sabboth but not only was it the Sabboth, it was the Sabboth

_of the Passover. The word 'High' there is the Greek word Géegéi%}-which means 'great' day.
—_— ==
We speak of great days. We have great days in the FBC. We have Scrip. for this. There are
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certain days that are great days. The Sabboth in the Passover, was oneof the greatest days

of the Jews and they said 'He's GOT to come down because the Sabboth will start in 3 hours.'
— T e e il it

Not only the Sabboth, but the Sabboth of the Bassover and not only the Sabboth of the Pass-

over, but the first day of unleavened bread.

So it's not because of mercy that the Jews want Him taken down. AGain, just to keep their
—————— = _

little religious manushi - see? ANd so they intercede to see that He's taken off of the

cross. So they besought Pilot that their legs might be broken. Why? What would kx that

have anything to do with it? Well, you see, in crucifixion, the victims died from suffieation




#Q? when you brok?‘Ehose legs, 1o longer could they raise themselves up. ‘They couldn't

B i — s
$EEEEE;B§?ath’ after their legs were broken, they died almost immediately. So the Jews
requested Pontius Pilot that their legs might be braken. Now ordinarily, they would have
q-‘r_‘-‘_'_‘_‘—'—-—-_-—-——_._--——‘—‘-.\___,_,_—o——'— = K _—--_-_-_'_""‘-—-—-______d_—-"_ —
hung on that cross about 3 days. T
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The Romans wanted them to hand as long as they could, as an example, to say to people that

1 . : -
< say them you S?ﬁmfhiﬁfﬂfn here? He committed a crime against the state and you see Him on
e = 3 ndoh b et A el ’

kh#eEx the cross?  You do something; you'll end up here too'. So they generally hanged for
- __'-—‘—',-;'_'—-_N__"_'_‘\—'_‘\‘

thfE_QF_EEF??ﬁ@%X?_PEE_POHFEUS Pilot was willing for this to be donme. But he had no choice,
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he's in the Sovereign hands of God. The more I readéssx the Bible, the more amazed EXXXX
— —— — ™~ e = 3
I am that God absolutely is in charge,.

Now this idea that man determines things and that it's in our hands, Friends, is just NOT
true. IT's been taught in a lot of churches and a lot of preaching, but you can forget it.

gEgg:EQEk§:£§£23§§ﬁ£§f;ﬂﬁziilkfV?E:ﬂjggi/ghggggghggbelievers, to accomplish His purpose.
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Pilot didn't even argue about it, though it was contrary to Roman custom. Pilot gave per-
mission that they might - that their legs might be broken. You see, this verb 'broken' in
the Greek, it means 'ﬁhﬁYer to pieces'., They took a mallet - a big mallet - and just smashed

the bones. The terriblemess of that, '

~ So Pilot gives this permission that the legs of all three might be broken.

V. 32(read) they broke the legs of the thieves first. We cannot be sure why they chose them
e, -
first, except I think this is the Sovereignity of God that the HS wanted Jesus just to stand

out. They MAY kave noticed that Jesus was probably dead but I really don't think that was

it. I think it's still Sovereign action of God. They want Jesus to be given special atten-
- - - —_—

tion, indeed, which He was.

Now one of these thieves has just received as his Saviour. YOu mean that a Xtn will have to
TN



suffer? He may. Here's a thief his legs are broken just like the ‘man who didn't receive
e —-_'__-"'"--.._

Him. To be a Xtn does not immune us from suffering. Some of you are Xtns and you're
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suffering and your family is suffering. This thief had so marvelously and courageously

— ——

received the Lord and no sooner has He received the Lord than His legs are shivered o
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pieces with a mallet - a pagan soldier. It can happen

I think of my friends today who are lying in prisons in Cuba, who love the Lord as much as
Jw _—— - ST ——

I do. But they can't even get out of prison. I think of the hundreds of Xtns in Russia,
Mﬂw
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today, who are behind closed bars. I thank God that He's been so good to me but He's not
n e oy : e

~been as good to a lot of people and I do not know when I will be called on to suffer. This

_thief was called on to suffer the very day of his conversion - to suffer unbelieveable

things.

But Jesus had said ‘today shalt thou be with Me in Paradise' in Luke 23:43 (the second word)

and He 'S not supposed to die until two or three days later - not supposed to go to Paradise

e e

by mzusx custom, until Sunday or MOnday of the next week. Jesus knows all things. He knew

that they'd brake those legs. Those thieves would have lingered right there. The thieves

would have stayed there at least two days and probably three days, before they would haveﬁh
- _.—'_'_._-—""‘_‘—-—-_\__—_____—_—‘_-_‘_-_-_

died.
-—._.-//

Because you see, the vital signs were not tremendously affected; the heart could still beat

and the blood flow. It was a terrible thing. Some people went stark, raving mad in cruci-
e — —_—

fixion. We can't even conceive of it today. It was such a terrible thing. I think the
== =
nearest thing in the world is Ideaumain and I'm still glad the U.S. Government has cut off

his aid from him. He's a beast. Ideaumain - I kkx think he kinda does this thing and they're

—

ddng this thing in Cambodia today.

And they're doing this thing more than ever in history, since Xtn days, in my opinion.‘ﬁlt
e s~
shows, of course, the inhumanity of - man to man, as we depart from God. But this thief died

e ————
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V.33(read)
and the other one died. /But when they came to Jesus and saw that He was dead already, they

brake not His legs. Jesus is dead already. Teh Father has had enough. Jesus has suffered
- —smst | . —_— j
six hours; he suffered, really, fop_}}%_zrs. He suffered for six hours and the Lord just

relieved Him of this. But it had to happen this way, anyway.

As we'll see in just a few moments, it's the fulfillment of O.T. SCrip. Now Pilot said 'go

and brake the legs of Jesus'. But the soldiers couldn't brake His legs. Or no NEED to brake
@ s 2ot e N e S L R SR SFR D

His legs because H'es already died. He's already bowed His head; He's already dismissed

His Spiz%t. This was all ;Z4Evf ﬁi;izﬁifgf?d fﬂ,¢éLﬁL¢£4fi 7
ﬁ K V. 34 (read) whg did he do this?Z:;;11 he eviden wanted to be dead sure that He was dead.
L - i —— o " "‘__‘?‘:‘-_:-_—_-:__.?________

Now we have scholars today and there's quite a few of them that say 'well, Jesus really
didn't die. He really wasn't even dead.' They say 'well, they took Him off the cross and
He wasn't dead and He got in the cool tomb and those spices and they revived HIm!' You :
know it's amazing to me - it's REALLY amazing to me - the faith it takes to believe the
theories of liberal scholars. It doesn't take nearly as much faith to believe the Bible

as it does to believe these concoctions of liberal scholars, who do not want to believe the

record and therefore, they concoct these theories.

So this is a leading theory that Jesus HEXEXXEX really never died in the first place. ¥uwmuxxx

You see, they're trying to get around the resurrection. No such think as a resurrection, so
He never died. He got in that cool tomb - He's a little sick up there, He's swooning and

they put Him in the tomb. Well, this is further proof. .The saldier wanted to be sure and

so he pierced His side. Now Pilot had told the soldiers to break his legs. Soldiers can't

—_— g il

break His legs because God had said a thousand yrs. ago [ well more than a thousand yrs.
\H_/______,._.____/'—-\\__,_——-q_,f“\_______—\‘________fﬂ
before - 1500 yrs. before) His legs can't be broken.

)

7
L/ﬁ/ll Pilot didn't tell the soldier to pierce hisaheerf but the soldier has to pierce His

heart because prophesy had said 'they WILL pierce Him'. TIt's AMAZING - you see the Sovereignit
- wﬁ*
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of God at the crucifixion’in a marvelous way. And I don't know what this means to you
today,.ee... In the ad in the newspaper, we put Lonely? Depressed? Well, this is
just simply a general description of what we get out of Bible study. Someone said this

morning 'are you gonna speak specifically on that?' And I said 'well, I didn't say THAT',

But, listen, if you hear the Word of God, if you understand what the Bible is saying - this
IS the answer to logeliness and depression. MCertainly, if you're a Xtn today. You can rest
assured, if you are a child of God today, and you're not simply just going in willful dis&
obedience in bringing destruction upon yourself, that your life is in the hands of the Lord.
Satan cannot determine your life - your boss man - people who hate you - they cannot DO THIS.
They cannot prevail. We see it here in the most minute detail in the life of Jesus. THIS
is the cure for depression. THIS is the cure for londiness., is a heightened view of the

sovereignity of God and the Love of God for His people. That's worth MORE than all the

psychiatrists can ever tell us.

Now, if your faith level can receive this, you will rejoice. This is a wonderful thing. Is

to KNOW that God's in charge of life. Well, he pierced His side. I have no doubt that he

_ stuck that spear right toward his heart and latter part of V. 34 ‘says 'and forthwith there

came out blood and water'. What a statement! What a miracle! Here's a man that's dead.
P, LD BR08C AN
I don't know how long He's been dead, but it was a miracle for blood to flow. It was cer-
— e

tainly a miracle for the water AND the blood to flow and as I £mx read it in the Greek

» )1t says to me they flowed separately.

They were not mixed. And there have been all kinds of views - a man by the name of Dr.

——m— . .
Stroud has written a whole book on the physical causes of the death of Christ and he says

;hat_Qesug_died of a rqpture@ﬁggggg - of a ruptured thEt. The soldier piercing His heart

and around the heart the paracardian, which holds the fluid (or the water) both of these

came out. But there's a great deal more to it than just some water and some blood flowing.

There's a great and wonderful spiritual lesson here and another insight into salvation and



God's wonderful Plan of redemption. Rea;ly, you have here, the two ordinances of the church.

A ‘L/ —_—
fwater - that's the ordinance of baptism. Blood - communnion. Holy Baptism - Holy Communnion.

o ——

Coming out of Jesus. But you have MORE than that. We'll get to that in V.35.

V.35 (read) 'bore record' - gave his testimony, that is. Who's 'he'? That saw it? That's

John. In I JOhn 5:6 (read) that is, He was manifested by the water and blood. John saw

g

1t and he bore record not only in the Gospel but he bore record in his Eirst Eplstle =

I JOhn 5:6 — he told it twice. 'And the record is true' - John saw it. What does this

2% — S

mean? Well, I thought JOhn was home with Mary.
Jahrs % v

took Mary to his home, according to John 19:27 - there at the latter part of the

e —— . _— e

verse, notice it says 'and from that bour, the Disciple (that's JOhn) took her unto his

Well, John

own home.' He took her unto his own home, but then he came backto the cross. I just love

-

the Bible because it just shows us ourselves. Did you ever leave a mgeting nd have to go

et =D
back to a meeting? John couldn't stay away. You can't stay away from certain things.
— T

You may leave a sick loved one at the hospital; you can't stay away from the hosptial; you've

got to go back. John went back to the foot of the cross and he got there in time to witness

that soldier putting that spear in the heart of Jesus. He saw it. Why was he there? God
g e s NSO ) P
told him to go. He probably didn't intend to go back and I tell you you'll go a lot of
_“‘--_______-_.____,_--" —
places, if you're a child of God. You're in the hands of God. Don't you ever forget it -
e e Vs

there's a Sovereignity in life that cannot be explained apart of the Sovereignity of God.
s b il i

It's not our choice always; it's God who overrules, even afxmx our own will. We can't say

but we know that John was back at the foot of the cross because he saw the spear. V.35b -
he knows what he says is true, that ye might believe. The whole record is to give proof of
. =i LB

Jesus being the Son of God and the over-ruling providence of God, that we might believe.

That's the purpose é?
B4 7
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V. 36(read) let's turn back toI?;t\34:20.'I do not know how much cross-reference you would
i



like to do. My tendency is kaxx not to interrupt that much but from time to time, we will
do the cross reference that you might see, with your own eyes, the beauty of Scrip. Look
at 34:20 - that's a prophesy. When was that written? A thousand years before the cross.

e e

Written by David. HMow in the context, in the immediate context, he's speaking of a righteous
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man but you often have this. It's fulfilled. Just like the virgin birth. In the immediate
context ere was an unusual gk¥ child born in the day of Ahaz, 700 yxmax yrs. before
Christ but the literal fulfillment of that was when Jesus was born of the virgin. You

often have this phenomana in Scrip.

You also have something that is maybe even more significant, in the second book of your

Bible, Exodus 12:46(read) 'be eaten' (that is, the Passover Lamb). The Jews were commanded

e eSS i Paschal a4

not to break one bone of the Raxzawex Lamb. How long did they eat the Paschal Lamb before

the cross? 1500 yrs. And they never knew what it meant -not breaking the bone. This was
—— —_-______—-———————-______\_\-—_ = e

all pointing forward to Jesus, who is the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the

world. Jesus, HImself, being the Paschel Lamb, slain for our sins, 0226/22222224?11‘
el e e %/’%/ N e

Oh, if the Jews could have seen in the 0.T.what/wa$ there, -how different it would be. This

heightens my faith to the highest level. No scholar, and I've sat under the worst, I've
sat under infidels, I mean world renoun infidels, who denied the authority of the Scrip. _No
scholar can shake my faith. He CANNOT do it. Because of fulfilled prophesy. Here's the

e S
way to deal with your unbelieving friends. Any rational mind would have to agree that the

s and how it fulfills

Bible is the Word of God, if you can show him what it's message really
/é/}‘ ' 3 %7%7

And again, another Scrip. - V. 37 (read) you find THESE words in Zechariah 12:10. That's

Scrip.

a hard book to find. Just trust me - that's where it's, found. They pierced HIm. That has
1

a double fulfillment.(i%Ld a fulfillment at the cross;
-'-__-_-___-'-"—--_______._a

the end of the Great Tribulation. Did you know sometimes, prophesy =zhx has a double fulfill-

s ging to have a fulfillment at




ment? When the Jews see Him coming back with the church, at the end of the Tribulationm,
Rev. 1:7 - they'll weep and mmaxm morn because they'll say 'here's the One we pierced!

s e i
here's the One we pierced'. Well, what is the water and what is the blood? That flowed

from the side of Jesus?

I said that this sheds tremendous light on the full Gospel and on God's full salvation.

What is the waterégjéirst, the Blood. The Blood's before the water. That's forgiveness of
S0P T RORE Ver
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sin. There's no forgiveness of sin without the shedding of blood (Heb. 9:22) read. Abso=

=
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lutely, you !can't be forgiven of sin except for Christ's blood. That's Justification.

SomE NSt gee e PR
That's what we call Justification. We're Justified by God - before God - through the shed

Eiggg_gj_ghrist. When we trust Christ - and Him alone - it has to be Him ALONE (if you add

any works to it, that's not trusting Christ) we're Justified.
That means we're declared righteous before God. That's JUSTIFICATION. That's the blood.

\jith how about the water? We need more than Justification. We need CLEANSING. We need
O

_Elggggiggmfrom the defilement of sin. That's the great doctrine of SANCTIFICATION. You

have b

of these in the ordinances of the church.! aptism is justification; waksx The

Blood ater - is sanctification. This is the great work of Christ - a part of every true

believer. He forgives - but He does more than forgive - He clganses us. He takes the

stain of sin out of our souls. He makes us a NEW creation in Christ.

e ——

Now Toplady's great song 'Rock of Ages, cleft for me' has this theology in it. 'Let the
—-—__________.—-—-—-‘-' ____———-—-___‘__
water and the blood, from Thy wounded side which flowed, be of sin the DOUBLE CURE'(PRAISE
w
THE LORD) be of sin the double cure, save from wrath(that's the blood- this is the wrath-
you're forgiven and no longer kawe do you have to worry about the wrath of God.) Or to

put it in simple language: you don't have to worry about going to hell. That's a great
—_— N

thing. Until you're sheltered under Christ's Blood and until you're Justified, you are in
s Y

danger of hell,
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But not when you're sheltered under Christ's blood. 'Be of sin, the double cure; save from
wrath (that's the blood) and make me pure (that's the water - that's sanctification)’.

You know I've said if we knew our Bibles and we just sang the hymns, we'd all be in a revival
N -

meeting. You sing the great hymns. You sing 'A Mighty Fortress is Our God' - and you know
_—‘_-_-_‘_‘———-_..

your Bible, you're in a revival.

You sing these great hymns, they're just chufck full of theology. The 'Double Cure'. We

e
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~_EEEE_EEEEEEEEEE_Hfffg.EEEE_us' We have the sins which we have committed in this life - we
need to be forgiven of them. But we have something deeper than that. We have the old
adamic nature - fsﬁggggdzgﬁbe cleansed. Ehg‘ggygﬂ_gf sin needs to be broken. This is ALL
in the work of Jesus. All in the work of Jesus. .Course there are tremendous theological

implications here.

You've got the great work of the H.S. in Sanctification - I can't go into this, but it's

all based upon Christ's work. The Water and the Blood that flowed from His side.

_Now beginning in V. 38 thru 42, we have a study in Xtn biography and just let me say to you

that oneof the most wamx valuable studies that you can ever do is in Xtn biography. When

_____-_—___""'--. &‘_-_-_‘_‘—-—h
you study the life of great Xtns - that inspires you, in my opinion, next to the Bible.
And T would greatly encourage you. For instance, I would greatly encourage you to get the
book "They Found the Secret" - that tells how 20 men were filled with the HS. That'll set

you on fire. Just pick that up. "They Found the Secret".

And it's an account of how 20 great men were filled with the HS and how God used them and
e e
their lives. Well, here we have something abgut_tﬂgﬁggeat men. Jesus is %ead. ke He's
L = . e N >

hanging on a cross. Where is He gonna be buried? Who's gonna bury Him? Where's His fam-
— -‘_‘__—‘_‘—--.

ily? THey don't believe on Him. Who's gonna take care of the corpse? 0.K. The soldiera
ol ol gy

will do it. They've already dug three graves. We know this, from custom. IHEZEEEF graves

for crucified criminals. So they have three graves already dug.
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They take these two thieves and they put them in these criminal graves. And they're getting
—_——— —— S _'_-_____—_‘—-—-—-_._____‘_‘__‘
ready to do this to Jesus. But God would not permit His legs to be broken and God's not
-y —'_'_'_-_-'_______'__—-————_____‘_
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gonna permit His body to be placed in a criminals grave. Let's turn to Is. 53 - how
"—'w‘__, — =

wonderful are the Scrip. Is. 53:9 (read) He was absolutely buried in luxury by a rich

—
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that may

The first statement there 'and He made His grave with the wicked' - %mkxme sound a little

man, whose name was Joseph of Arimathea. :
-y

awkard in the English text. What that is saying is: He was identified with the wicked on
_-_‘_‘_‘_'_'_‘—‘—-_._

the cross between the two thieves and then His grave -He was buried in the tomb of a rich

man.

V. 38(read) now it says he was a disciple of Jesus but he had remained secret about it be-
cause he was afraid of the Jews. Now who was this man, Joseph? Well, John doesn't tell

us so much. But this man, Joseph, was a member of the Jewish high court - the Sanhedrin.
S e CRS I

As far as we know, he did not vote in defense of Jesus - he did not vote against Jesus.

In all probability, he did not attend the session where Jesus was condemned. We can't know.
"""N-..._._.--—-__._-———-_._,_‘_‘_'_,_,_._._\_‘____

It's really sad. There's a sad note about Joseph because if he had spoken up before His
mw

death, he, indeed, would be a far more glorious figure. He didn't have the courage of his

conviction and that's a sad thing for any human being - is not to have the courage of our
?‘%?convictions. I was reading about a man who was running for President of the U.S. - I
—-_____.———-—'_-___._“_______‘_'_‘—‘—-—-__
don't know what his name was - but this is supposed to be a true story. And he was in

Cleveland and he went in to a s here the preacher preached a strong sermon on sal-
e ——————— e

vation and then he gave an invitation and he says 'people who would 'really like to be saved,
M e

come forth, kneel at the front here. We'd like to pray for you'.

And this candidate for the President jumx of the U.S. - he started down and when he did,

his political advisors around him said 'no, you =ma can't go. You're running for President
5 s P — "

of the _U.S. It won't DO for you to go.' And this man turned to him and said 'but I'm a

R . iy ]
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candidate for Heaven. My maxmx candidancy is higher than the Preaident of the U.S. I'm
— M

a candidate for HEAVEN and I KNOW that I'm a sinner and I know that I need to be saved and

I'm going and let them pray for me'. It takes real courage to stand up when the majority
- W going and let them pray

is against you.

Joseph KNEW they were wrong; he did not stand up. We have much light on Joseph in the other

Gospels. Turn to Matt. 27 - I just want to read about Joseph. He is a good character to

study. Joseph of Arimathea - that's the town he was from is the reason he's called Joseph
\—__._________‘___‘_-_-_-___' L -
of Arimathea. Look at Matt. 27:57 (mead) notice it ®a says he was a rich man. V.58(read)
—————
'begged the body of Jesus' - now in so doing, he jeopardized his life. He put his life in
— e e Y

ﬁWas/fujecth%sW%ecuﬁ for thig., /C /77%% Q 9 5X

Also, he discredited himself with the Sanhedrin. He showed a great deal of courage here,

No question about it. The trouble is - he's giving the flowers after Jesus is dead and
_'_._‘_‘-‘_‘-"‘—\——\_,—-—\_.

ONE flower in LIFE is worth a TRUCK full of wreaths in DEATH., But it's good that he came
WEMM

L e
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out. He went to Pilot and Pilot commanded the body tp be deliv red to him. ;f%ikﬁ4;”¢2%2%?%
oA ZF Ao ss— &7~ Fagls /W - g

V. 59(read) and V.60a - now this is VERY significant, so keep this in mind. Read 60b -

this is very important and I'll point it out in just a few moments. Joseph didn't only

come and ask for the body but Joseph TOOK that body and laid that body in his own tomb. To
R

fulfill the Scrip. that was uttered 650 yrs. béfore the crucifixion 'He will make His death

with the rich.' Buried in the tomb of Joseph.

—_—

Now I'm not gonna have time to get into the Nicodemus story but I just want to bring this
in, in V. 39 and then I want to come back to this tomb. Nicodemus also came and he is also
e
a memeber of the Jewish High Court. Nicodemus came by night - in John 3. In the 7th Chapter
-!""___‘—-—-_.___\___'_\___‘_-___-_\_

of JOhn and V. 51, he raised a question before the Jewish Supreme Court. He says 'you don't

condemn a man until you hear Him, do you?' That's all he said but he broke up the Court.

You remember when we studied that? Here he comes out. So you really ahwmx have three chpters
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in the life of old Nicodemus.[:The first chapter, we .call 'Midnight' It's night when he
—_—

comes to Jesus. It's midnight in his sout - he' .8 nmot a believer. n the 7th chapter of

John, you have 'Twilight'. :5 /{EZZLf;C” i ALKZZ;LJZJ/) j? /414L12227£2;1H¢h_rﬁ

He speaks up a LITTLE. Enough to upset that court. It has to break up. Said 'you don't
s SIS T S

condemn a man, do you, until you give Him a hearing?'hfgat here's 'Daylight'. Was Nico-
-\-‘-""————_—_

demus a believer? I believe so. I believe this is unusual circumstances. Ixhetinwe i
‘____________._.--—'-u..\_

think, today, if a man won't confess Christ, I don't have any confidence in his salvation.

_But I believe Joseph of Arimathea dnd Nicodemus, because of the unusual circumstances, I

believe that they were believers. I think that thexxwexex we'll get to talk to them in

Heaven.

I'm looking forward to this. They're tremendous characters. But Nicodemus came and notice

John =mya says 'which e first came to Jesus by night'. WEX_QEEEﬂhE emphasize that?

Because it's tremendously important. He Was_ff_fffkﬂff?’ seeking the Lord, and John points
S, i <y : —_—

it out to remind us the man without Jesus is in darkness. gggliggg_whole purpose of the

_hfgigiiﬂiiﬂgg_bring us to Light and to Jesus. And finish reading V.39,

&

v. éOEnead) what you have here - Joseph furnished the grave - the gravesite - or tht tomb -
a

S I st
icodemus furnished the clothing and the spices. That's all you needed. They're gonna
"""—-——-——__—--.._____________._,’ q.._______—__‘

put HIm away. They're gonna really put Him away in a great way.

V.41(read) keep in mind the garden mentioned here. V.42(read) I wonder if it was not near
sunset by now? Took a little time to do this. And JOhn says 'they got Him in that grave'
_-___-__—-———._

before the Sabboth. They had to get Him in there before six. 'For the sepulchre was nigh

at hand'. Now here's a beautiful thing. And it appeals to me because I have seen the tmmb
_— —_—

amdxyaubexspyexpixupix and maybe some of you have. I do not know whether you know all the

history or not.

There are two views todav. ahant whara T ssee hewdad acad ———2cs_1
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was crucifie the point of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre; that He was also buried
—_— T .

=
in what is now the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, which is in the city of Jerusalem, This
‘-—-—.—________.-—-—""-__—""‘-\.._____\_‘_-_ -

is a very popular view among Roman Catholics and maybe some others.

But there is a tomb outside of Jerusalem that is called Gordon's Tomb. Now Gordon's Tomb,

to me, looks tremendously authentic. Now there are some things intke Holy Land that do not
look authentic. But this is tremendously authentic. I pointed out last time that the

Gordon's Calvary is on the side of a hill and it looks like a skull. And that's what the
g

lace means 'the place of the skull' - we saw that last time.
p

It says here that He was buried in a Garden. Well, it is a garden today. It's a rather
—_— T e e

beautif arden. But this tomb is very, very interesting. He was buried in Joseph's Tomb -

Scrip. tells us in Matt. 27 that it was hewn out of a rock. Well, indeed, the tomb - Gordon's
ee of RPAL AL Was HCWR QUL O @ IO

Tomb, right close to Gordon's Calvary - just probably no further than from here to the Edu-

cational building across over here - carved out of a stone. Out of the side of a rock.

But here's something else: the Bom in the church of the Holy Sepulchre is only one grave.

There's a place for four graves where Jesus is buried. Now, Joseph of Arimathea was a
e e e ——— i - ——

~married man. We know he was because he was a member of the Sanhedrin. He had a wife, there-

fore. Probably had some children. It appears that Joseph had Hewn himself a tomb out and
= E s o

he'd hewn out three other tombs. There's really a partition between it and on one side, you
— e — Tl -

have two graves and on the other side, two graves. I've seen it. You go there, you'll see
.,-—'———--_____________._-——-——-.________-_

it. You do not have this in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre.

It appears that here was a family man, who had hewn out several tombs. But here's one of
— R = R AR e NEYe

the most interesting things of all. I went IN the tomb. Some of you may have been in the

tomb. You noitce at the head of the tomb, down at the bottom, say this is the head of the

tomb; Jesus is lying here. Right here, this is carved out further. See that? That's

carved out. Well, what I believe is: that Jesus was a little taller than Joseph of Arimathea
.-—uf _______,_________._-———-.\_._F/ —_—
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EBgﬂxhgsz?d to make an adjustment in the tomb. That sounds logical to me. They had to
make an adjustment in it and so, they extended it a little. It doesn't seem logical that

he would, originally, have made it that way. I think this is good supposition.

_—

But, not only that, you've got the tomb. You've got the tomb and it 's in the side of a
i g

mountain and there is a little entrance here. And, indeed, you have to kneel down. You
“—-___——-_..

can't go through the door. Actually, the tomb of Jesus is over here. You've got to go in
here and turn to the right. There's another grave here, another grave here, another grave

here. But, in front of the tomb, there is a little trench. Can you see this? I don't

—

know how to really write so that everybody can see it.

There's a little trench right in front of the tomb. And the Bible says 'they rolled a stone.'
e e e e _-__—___-__"""-\,Q

And, of course, a tremendous stone would fit in that. And the picture we get from the SCrip.
e S S SR e VRO

is that they rolled a big round stone - they just rolled it in there - until it got there.

And the Lord rolled that stone away. Now this suits my heart a great deal more than the

church of the Holy Sepulchre. We cannot be dogmatic about it but it seems that this would

fit Joseph's tomb. A é;}{Z;;?Zéiéffi
)?347’j?¢ﬂfﬁbvizg:;ﬂgﬁb/

Now, something else has happened in recent years. ‘Modern archeology, right close to this

tomb’cEEEE-EEE2EEEEE_E_EEEEEE_SE_EEE,EXEEEPine period. And you, who know art, will under-
staﬁﬁ what I'm saying - but that was a definite kind of art that dates back to the 4th Cen-

_ tury. There's a little chapel right over here to the side - course it's under ground - but
they dug it up - a shrine, that is - that was built. In other words, it seems that the
early Xtns, about 400 - recognized that this was a shrine or a very sacred place and they

i

built a chapel.
C MGl Ry

The evidence that I have would point to the fact that we really have the tomb of Jesus in
Gordon's Tomb and also Golgatha. In closing, I just want to say this that it's an amazing

e S
thing that it took the death of Jesus to bring Joseph and Nicodemus out into the open. Jesus




had said, from what we've already seen, in John 12:32(read). And it goes on to say 'this

He spoke of being lifted up on the cross’.
%M/w /97 32~

Now when Jesus was dying and did die, even a pagan Roman officer said 'He's the Son of God'.
it~ lhoiinta N

When Joseph and Nicodemus stood in the presence of His death, it could be that they saw Him

die - they couldn't stand back any longer. They came out and Mark says that they boldly -
that Nicodemus BOLDLY asked. And you know what Nicodemus brought? He brought enough spices

for a King. I believe that Joseph AND Nicodemus believed that JC weuld rise again. Can't

prove it but it was the cross - it was the death of Jesus that drew them to Him and they came
" SW ¥ WMM/WWH

This is still true. The center of the Xtn message is the cross of Jesus. Jesus dis dying

on the cross. And if the cross will not draw us to Jesus, nothing will. Nothing else will.
It's to know that Jesus died for us and took our sins - that is the Great Message. That's
the magnant of Xtnity and where that is preached, people are gmimgxkxmx drawn to God.
They're drawn to salvation(;fgbig little story to illustrate:

Qe pnediatis~ B Ley 4
A;7read that in a western town a ‘man and his wife separated and wse went their separate ways.
And then some years later, the man happened to be back in that city and decided that he'd

go out to the cemetery where his only son was buried. He stood before the grave and while

he was standing there, he heard some footsteps behind him in the gravel and he looked back
-‘-.._.__——-—_________-_'_____'___
and he saw his divorced wife. And at first, they had a tendency to just go their separate
________-_‘_'_‘_‘—\—-_.

ways and not even speak.

And they began to think of how much they had in common in that grave and that the death of
their only son had brought them there. And their hearts were moved and they both drew close
to each other and one got on one side of that grave and one on the other and clagped hands
over the grave of their dead son.

It's the death of JC which reconciles us and END OF TAPE
. ECEORE SN EHE
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