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Pastors Class THE BOOK OF JOHN LESSON #7
Dr.WM.L.Bennett
From Tape/mc Ch. 3: 12-36

Now we're in the third chapter of JOhn, the first eleven verses. Jesus has
told Nicodemus that he must be born again. Nicodemus misunderstands what

Jesus has said to him. NIcodemus has an age-long problem. He really be-
lieved that he already was the son of God. Because he was a Jew, he believed
that he WAS the son of.God. He believed that ktk he already was in the Kingdom;

he did not believe he needed a New Birth.

Now there are many who believe this. They believe if they come up in a certain
family, grow xm up in the church, they don't need a New Birth. But that is

not true. And that's thereason we have this teaching in the Word of God.

Now when Jesus told Nicodemus that he must be born again, Nicodemus immediately
thought of a physical birth. And he said 'how is it possible for me to enter
into my mother's womb a second time and be born.' And then Jesus explained

to him that this was a spiritual change. Not a physical change. And in V.

5 (read) the water birth is the first birth. A child is enveloped in water

and that water is bursted as people know, doctors know, most of us know, at

the time of birth.

~And Nicodemus was depending upon this water birth. But Jesus said 'Nicodemus,

you've got to have another birth beyond this physical water birth. You've
got to have a birth of the HS, whereby the Life of God comes into you and
you become - not a perfect man - but you become a new person. YOu receive

Eternal Life'. And Nicodemus is mystified.

He keeps asking how can this be. And we take up at this point today, in

V.12(read); what are the earthly things Jesus is referring to? He is re-
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ferring to regeneration, which is of heavenly origin, but it takes place upon
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the earth. He says 'I have told you about the New Birth. _I have illustrated

it by the wind.' He says'if you do not understand this; how shall ye believe,

R ———

if T tell you of heavenly things?'

What's the heavenly things He's about to tell him of? He's about to tell him

about the plan of redemption. He's about to tell him how God sent His Son
- =

intothe world in order to make the New Birth possible. You see, there is no
New Birth apart from Christ's Cross. None whatsoever! We're not Born Again
any other way, except throught the sacrifice of Jesus, and His resurrection

from the dead.

Now in V. 13, we are reminded that no man can discover these Truths, for
himself. That this is something that God has brought down to man and so, le

makes the statement in V. 13(read) 'no man has ascended up to heaven'. Now

there are people who teach 'soul-sleep' - they say there is no life beétween

physical death and the resurrection and this is their Serip. They say, well

Jesus said that no man hath ascended up to heaven.
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So they say David's not in heaven and the thief that went to Paradise, he's
not in heaven because Jesus said no man hath ascended into Heaven. It's amaz-

ing how accurate the Scrip. is 'mo man has ascended into heaven' but the Bible

speaks of people entering into heaven. Jesus didn't say 'no man has entered
——— A

into heaven'. He said 'no man has ascended into heaven'. Heb. 11:6(read) no,

it Heb. 11:5 says Enoch was translated to heaven. It does not say he ascended

into heaven.

IT Kings 2:11 (read) Elijah was 'taken up' into heaven. Doesn't say he ascend-
_‘_-_-_-_-_____'_‘—-—-—_

ed into heaven. I Thess. 4:17 (read) will be 'caught up' into Heaven but no-

where does the Bible ever say that anyone has ascended into heaven. Jesus, and
—'_'_'_'_‘_‘—'_'_'_-__1\\.._‘___________
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He alone, actually ascended by His ownpower into heaven. Back to V.13: 'but

(or EXCEPT) he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in

heaven'. And so what Jesus is saying is that there is a man who was in heaven

who has come to this earth and He was in heaven when God planned His plan of
e T o

redemption, whereby man could be Born Again and we have His word.

This is what's so exciting about our God. God has come to this earth to give

us the message. I have heard people say well, no one has ever gone into death
and come back to tell us what it's like. They're mistaken. JC has gone into

death and JC was in heaven, in Eternity, when the Father mak planned the Plan

of Salvation and this verse says 'even the Son of man which is in heaven'.

Well, He's on earth when He's speaking that. Here's the great miracle of Diety.

Jesus, though He was speaking to Nicodemusin the flesh, says 'I'm in Heaven'.
_—

And He is. JC is right here this morning; He's also in Heaven. He's omnipres-
w_ﬁh_ﬂ =_— " =

RSEE° But it took Jesus, Himsdf, to come down; to bring this to man. Man could

never discover it of himself.

Now Jesus has used an illustration of the wind and He has spoken so simply that
if Nicodemus's heart had been open, he would have already received this and
already been Born Again. Jesus was a simple teacher. I belive that a true man
of God will always be 5i;;I;TH‘ETQ-ESEr;;ﬁressed when_;;;;;;_;;;;;H;gﬁzgagii—

cate the Bible. That is NOT the sign of the HS.

Jesus was utterly simple. But He knew that He had failed to convince Nicodemus

of what the New Birth was and so He turns to:the Scrip. - the Hebrew Scrip.
N e e W“ E—————a
Because, after all, Nicodemus was a Pharisee and he knew the 0.T. And so, In

V.14, He refers him to an O.T. Scrip.

V.14(read) we read an account of this in the 21st Chapter of Numbers. Also V.15.



What a text this is, Jesus says 'now I'm trying to get through to you how
you're born again'. He says the best way I can describe it to you, nicodemus,

is you remember when Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, you've

read Numbers 21, Nicodemus. You remember that that serpent was lifted up and
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God said 'look at that serpent' and you will live.

Now He says 'God has sent His only Son and He has lifted Him up on a cross.
That if you would believe in Him, you should not perish (what does that mean?).

It means to be eternally lost. It does not mean to be stamped out. It means-

——————— —

in plain language, you don't have to go to hell. 'Shall not perish but have
eternal life'. Now this is the first time we've encountered this word 'eternal
life' in the third chapter. Jesus has been talking about the New Birth, He's
been talking about the birth of the Spirit, but He hasn't mentioned eternal

life.

What's the difference? None. None whatsoever. When you are born again, you
I e

become the recipient of Eternal Life. You receive Life from above; Life from
w
Eternity. Here is oneof the great words in the Bible - is Eternal Life - 'zoa-

Brah—
eoneus'. Not physical life - there's another word for physical life 'deos' -

not deos life but zoa eoneus, which literally means 'life of the ages'. Life
of Eternity. _
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When you're born again, the greatest miracle that ever happens to mankind
happens. .XEELEEFBEE_EEEE_Eef°rm9d° You're not just made a little better. But
you actually receive the Life of God in your life until you have qu's Life;

s Satcicd— B ol S =% Sk
even though you're in the world. And Eternal Life is a life that goes on and

on. It cannot be stopped by death or interfered with by death, at all.

When death comes, it does not affect the Eternal Life. You go right on living.



When does that begin? Now many people say well, that begins at the judgment.
When I'm approved and when I pass. NO, as we're gonna see in the last verse.
It begins the moment you are born again. It begins the moment you really trust
Jesus with ALL your heart. But now, it's MORE than never-ending life. It

does not end because it's the Life of God. You can't kill it.

You can kill the body but you can't kill Eternal life. &Eyery one of us will be
w. =<5 :

\\living somewhere a dred from today. But if we have Eternal Life,

we'll be living with God. You can't kill Eternal Life. But it means MORE than

just quantity, or age-long. It means the Life of Eternity brought to us in JC.

That's what it MEANS!

Even now, we have God's Life; we have the Life of Heaven before we m& ever get

to Heaven. Everybody in this world, if he knew the Truth, would want to be
Born AGain. Everybody! The lost man out here deep in sin, that's what he wants
the church who's just putting on a front, never had a real change of heart, that

church member wants to be born again, if he knew. Thre's just nothing like it.

Because it IS the Gift of Eternal Life for those who look to Jesus and Him
alone, even as the Isralites looked to the serpent in the wilderness. %Ou say
L/ﬁgil, why was that serpent hung up there? Why was that serpent there? 11,
—

the serpent was an emblem of sin or the curse of sin. Sin entered in to the

—

world, through the serpent, according to Gen. 3.
_""--.._____________._

But it ALL looked forward to Jesus, who became a curse for us and took our sins
et (4 Sl 20E b= S0 L0

in order that we might be forgiven in order that we might have the great Gift
of Eternal Life. But now how can this come to pass? How can we as poor sinners.

come in to possession of this wonderful Gift of Eternal Life. HOw can we?

Because of JOhn 3:16.



V.16 (read) notice it says 'for' - that ties it back to V.15. Why is it true

that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life'?

Because of John 3:16 - 'for GOD...' Here's the basis of Eternal Life in the
DR B i
only way it can be. Here's the basis of the New Birth. FOR GOD to loved the

world. Now the Jews didn't believe that. They didn't believe that God loved

the whole world.

They believed that kke&x He loved them but they didn't believe that He loved
. i e il

the whole world. This was radical. %xx 'For God so :sloved the World'. He

loved the world so dearly - the whole world -'that He gave'(what does that mean
when it says He gave?) GAVE unto death. Gave Him as a Babe at Bethlehem; but

in this text, primarily, He gave Him unto death on the cross. This is the
ﬂ

same thing that Paul means in Rom. 8:32 when he says 'He spared not'.
s =

JOhns 'gave' is Pauls 'spared not'. He Gave His only begotten Son that who-
soever (you can write YOUR name there) there's nothing like this. 'Believeth

in HIm should not perish BUT have everlasting (you say, well, it's Eternal up
there in V. 15. There it's Eternal life and here's it's Everlasting - I
don't know WHY - it's the SAME word in the Greek). Don't know why the KJ people

would translate it that way. It's everlasting but Eternal is better because

it's the life of Eternity that enters our live, when we come to Christ.

We don't hear a lot of sermons on John 3:16. People think it's too simple.
Bat it's not simple at all. 1It's tremendous. We .ought to hear more messages
on it. You lhave everybody's text - JOhn 3:16 - is called 'everybody's text'
if you know a verse of Scrip. you know John 3:16. Do you realize that if all

_—

the Bible were lost and we just had only John 3:16, we'd have enougﬁ Gospel in

_John 3:16 to save the world?

J" One man heard a sermon on John 3:16 and he was born again. He received Jesus,



as his saviour and he went out and won fifty people to Christ before he learn-

ed there was AXAXX any other Bible. Do you realize that if you know Qhrist and
e U

you just have John 3:16, you can win many people to Christ. You've got EVERY-
THING in John 3:16. 'For God so loved the World (that's the CAUSE of the Gos-

pel) Why? Why the New Birth? Why? Because we're good? No.

/ e
(:;gcause of God's Love. God So Loved this World - you've got the CAUSE. And

then you've got the €0ST - 'that He gave'. Did it cost God anythng? It cost

Him everything. Don't ever forget that. It didn't cost Him a thing to make
e S e S
us or to make this wx®m world. He just spoke the Word and it came into exist-

\.______________________‘_‘_‘-‘_‘_F_
ance. But when it came to giving us a New Birth, He had to send Heaven's best

and He paid for our souls in the coin of His own precious blood.

Is that costly? How would you like to offer your son? We can never,never
iy e ocanenie e et D

describe the costliness of Eternal Life, and oﬁij:? New Birth. "God so loved
9

the world that He gave His only begotten Son..' ut notice the CONQEEEQE;LEhat

whosoever believeth'. Isn't that wonderful? Now what if the text had said

'that whoseever can read the Bible - there's be many people in Ft. Smith who

—

could never have Eternal Life.

Suppose it said 'everybody who can run around the block' - there are a lot of
people in Ft. Smith who can't even run around a block. Suppose it had said

'someone who's perfect - nobady would qualify'. Theres not any condition here
IR WO Eub s

that cannot be met by any man who'll open his heart. That's what's so wonder-

ful about it. The CONDITION is Believe. You were made to believe. If you
don't believe, today, it's because the devil has tampered with your life. You
were made to believe.

You were made to believe God. You were made to believe. To believe in JC.



For God so loved the world - that's the CAUSE; that ['He gave His only begotten

Son - that's the COST; that whosoever believeth in Him - that's the CONDITION;

you see? There's no excuse. Xxx It's utterly, utterly simple.é%ﬂéd then

you've got the CONSEQUENCES. You've got a negative consequence: 'should not

perish'. 1Isn't that wonderful? I'm not worried about going to hell. You're

not either, if your a Xtn.

I've seen the time in my life that I was worried. But I'm not worried. You
-h\_'_‘—‘—-—__z

need not worry about going to hell. Why? Because Jesus has took your judg-

ment and taken your hell and when you come to Him, you don't have to worry.

That's the negative.

But you see,the Bible stresses the POSITIVE: Eternal Life. I've got Eternal

—=—=—

Life. If you don't have anything and you've got Eternal Life,‘zgglzgﬁzigier
than/;hgillionaires of the world. You're utterly RICH, if you have Eternal
Life. You can't buy it; you can't understand it by education; you can't be
religious enough( mk to earn it but Christ has BROUGHT it, if we will receive
it. It's God's great Bift and that's what Jesus is trying to say to Bro.

Nicodemus.

Did he ever believe this? I believe he did. I believe he did. I believe he
-_F.-_-_‘_-‘-‘_"‘—‘-—._
got his lesson, because in the 19th chapter of John, as we'll see later, he

comes up and asks for the body of Jesus. I believe that Nicodemus really was
m
born again. I believe that one of the joys we'll have when we get to Heaven

is talking to Bro. Nicodemus. Ican hardly wait. To ask him some questions,
d_’_'_-_-_‘-‘-‘-‘-‘-‘_‘—-—-_——~

S S
you know. It's one thing I'm interested in in going to Heaven is talking to

some of these people we study about in the Bible, and we don't know everything

about them,

I belive he'll be there. Because I believe God finally go through to him.



V.17(read) first part: 1isn't that wonderful? Now the Jews said 'the Messiah
‘_‘_-_-_-_‘_-_‘_‘—-—-_

_youl@_condigg_ggg;xgggdgggggf them'. JC did not come in to this world to con-

demn one person. Now, oEe day He iwx will be judge but that will be when man

has absolutely His gx&ak grace and HIs mercy. But today, He's not judging any-
—_— ~— ’ e

one. He's calling you to Himself.

He's wooing you by His love. Jesus didn't come into this world to condemn; to
judge it. Last part of verse: now that's my message. I don't spend my time
in the pulpit condemning people. YOu'll never hear me do it. And you'll never
hear amykmaxy any Gospel preached doing that. That's not my place. My place

‘h-------__-__"—-—-—-'
is show people the WONDERS of the New Birth and of the wonderous Life of God.
e e e

Some people have the wrong idea of Xtn-ity. They feel if they go to church,

that the pastor is gonna really rap them on the head and condemn and send them

to hell. That's mnet the Gospel. The Gospel is that there's a better way.

—— —-—

That Jesus has come; you can be a new man. You can be forgiven. You can have
———— e o —— )

a power and purpose in your life you never knew.

V.18(read) Him (that's Jesus) 'is not condemned' (now it doesn't say kkak he

that believeth), don't be deceived. S8aving Faith always has an object amXg
just T —72—MmM8¥

and that object is JC. You're not saved/by believing. You're saved by believ=
P —‘_-_-_'__—————__._._________-_‘_‘_‘_ﬂ

inﬂghgﬁ£¥ in Jesus. There are many people who believe. They believe in their

church} they believe in their baptism; they believe in their religious works,

—
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but none of that saves.
6 When I was a student in Duke Univ. we had an outstanding religious speaker come
ndxk& and he spoke for five days on 'Belief'. He never told us %gat to believe.

And on the last day, we asked him the question; we said 'Dr. =T , you've been

tellinggus all week to beieve but you haven't told us what to believe.' And
_,_,___.—-—'—'_'_-___"_‘_'_'_-_‘_‘—‘—-—.__
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you know what that fellow said? He said 'just believe that the Universe is

_fféggglxj. CAn you imagine? Listen, believing the Universe is friendly is
not gonna save you. FAITH doesn't save anyway. It is but the hand that
reaches UP to the Saviour. Jesus 1is the Saviour; Faith s$imply connects us

with Jesus.

?f V.18(read); first part: 'is not judged'. Whyaren't we judged? Because our
—ﬂ_____,—.—-‘

sins are judged in Jesus. When you come to Jesus Christ, the sins you have

PHEETTEEEEQ*QEQ-inged on Him. He took them at calvary. And God will not judge
= e e s

the second time. --You don't have to bear the judgment. But notice, it says
'he that believeth mnt is condemned already'. You say 'well, do you mean
right now?' That's what the Bible says. You receive Eternal Life right now;

you know it. You're also condfemned right now. You don't have to wait.

You don't have to wait. What does a man have to do to be lost? A little pam-
——— e e W N O
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phlet was published on this and on the outside, the question was 'What Must I

do to Be Lost?' And you opened the pamphlet, there was nothing in the pamphkt.
Nothing. You don't have to do a thing to be lost. If a man failes to believe
on JC, he's lost. Because he - look at V.18 last part of the sentence: 'he

hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.'.

Now that's the only reason anybocy is ever lost. YOu say, well, I thought a

man was lost because he committed (adultery. No. Bible doesn't teach that. I
i i oy gy
khmgux thought he was lost because he was a drunkard. No. He can be forgiven

of every bit of this. He is lost because he rejects the only Saviour. And
satan wants you to get your mind on your sin and your problem rather than on

Jesus, becmuse as long as he gets you tied up with your sin and your problem
and get you trying to work it out, you can't work it out. God calls you to look

at Jesus. To come to Jesus in repentence and trust. And that will take care
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that will take care of the problem, To send a man to hell because he committs
a sin - say - drinks or curses or robs a bank, would be like sending a boy to

the penitentary who stole a loaf of bread.

OUr God is not Rkakxjioax that kind of God. But you see, when man rejects
Jesus, His Son, who came and shed His blood and took his sin and took his hell,

then man deserves what he got. Because he has refused God's answer to his sin/

V.19(read) 'condemnation' that's the word 'judgment'. What is the judgment?

Read the next part of this verse. Now here is thé-judgment. How are we going

to be judged? By the number os sins we've committed? No. It's by the light

\.—h—._F-————-—-—________H____‘— e
we've rejected. God doesn't hold you responsible for anything except the
Light, which is shown in your path.

But we're responsible for every bit of Light that we've had and when the Light

shines and we turn into darkness and actually LOVE that darkness, then we
have WILLFULLY turned against the shining Light of God's Truth and of God's Way.
And God cannot overlook that. He cannot have mercy. Jesus said, in His day,

_‘_-_‘_‘_'_‘—-———-_.
that the heathfen cities that have never heard the !Gospel would rise up in the
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judgment against Caperneum and cities where He had preached because He says that

you have the Light. You rejected it.

You know where the greatest condemnation is? 1It's on the heart of that person

who«saw the Light. Some teacher, some preacher, some friend who cared, shared
the Light - or God got through to them - and they still went against it. 1It's
absolutely imperative we not just share God's Word, but that we WALK in that
Light. And when we do, God will give us more Light. If we fail to do it, after

a while, we don't hear anything. OUr minds are closed to it.

If we do not receive the Light and act upon it, we die in the soul. God won't
.,________,_‘_'__._——-—'_'_‘_‘“———-‘_‘—-—-_-——'_‘—H_.______._/
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show us any more Light but if we act upon the Light, He'll lead us to more and

more Light. 1It's a serious thing to heartthe Light because that makes us immed-

iately responsible for obeying the Light.

This nation is more responsble than any nation under the sun and this nation
e i i S~ e

today, is more responsbile fof the Light of the New Birth than any nation in

\Qéffpry and even in it's history because from the White House of the U.S., we

have a president who says 'I've been born again'. We have the intellectuals
skxzx saying 'I've been born again'. No longer can people say this is a group

of lunatics and idiots out there.
God has brought it to its highest level, to confront people with the Light.

V.20(read) - now this explains to you why some people won't get in a Bible

Study. This immediately explains why some people won't come to church and why
-
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some people won't come to 'certain' churches, anyway. But choose their church.

There are some people who will not go where the Gospel is being preached. It
exposes them.
4 1< .

Have you ever gone in a dark room and turned the light on and just see the bugs
w\\'f—ﬂm—n

scram? That's the illustration. They RUN from the Light. There are some
e I 4
people who run from the Light. They don't want to be in a Bible Study. They
—_— — e
don't want to be in this church. They don't want to get around a preacher.
p— e e -

They don't want to come where there's any Light. Why? Because their hearts

are exposed. They don't want it.

BUT, V.21(read) I've been so thrilled and I see in this class as I've never
seen it in any ministry that I've ever had - people coming from far and wide

to the Light. Driving distances. We have people here this morning who have
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driven way out of town to come here to the Light. But we have some other
people who would do ANYTHING except come. Why? Because their lives would be

exposed.

But when we want to do right, we want to go where the Light is. And if we want
to do right, the plainer the preacher, the plainer the preaching, the stronger
the preaching, the befter we like it. We say 'amen'. We just 'sic 'em on'
when the preacher preaches. But not everybody. If wim we're in evil, we do
evil, then we hate the Light. But he that doeth Truth (notice, it doesn't say
'just believe it' - but DOETH IT (Truth) cometh to the Light that his deeds

might be made manifest that they are wrought in God'.
These are the words of Jesus.

V.22(read) now V. - a = Chap. 4: v.2 says 'tho Jesus Himself baptized not, but

His disciples'. That is, His disciples baptized. Looks like this is a con-
s P e S

tradiction. John 4:2 says no one baptized but His disciples. Well, that's true
oo ke wiile R

Jesus baptized but He baptized through His disciples. ANd, of course, that wAS
= J_W
PERFECTLY ACCEPTABLE and this language is not trying to deceive anyone. Like
tonight, in our church, I'may not baptize. ANd yet, I'm the pastor of the

chruch. Maybe my assistant will baptize - Tom Newton. But that will be me bap-

tizing through him because I've authorized him to baptize.

I'm the pastor of the church. Jesus Himself, did not baptize, but He authorized

His disciples and they were under His authority and therefore, the baptism was
M S oo e

through Him.

e —

V.23(read) now here's an interesting thing. YOu read Matthew's Gospel,(yhich



<=

we are studying in the evening worship now at 7 and also at 7 on Wednesday
nights. By the way, we're going through the N.T. We invite you to join us,

if you will) you would get the impres§f10n that Jesus did not begin HIs min-
istry until JOhn was in prison and ceased his ministry. That's not technically

true.

They overlapped. John kept on baptizing a little and kinda phased his ministry
Sl o R e S

out at &k the same time that Jesus was beginning His ministry. This is brought

out by John. That's the reason we have john. John gives us information we

don't get in Matthew, Mark and Luke. And here it is.

John was in the North - that's where AEnon near to Salim. He had moved from

SIS, R e

thepopulated area of Judea a little North. Why did he move up there? To kinda
get out of the limelight and to give Jesus the best baptisimal area and most
of the people. He's moving off the scene. But he's not completely off the

scene. 'Because there was much water there'.

‘Well, this is a pretty good evidence that you need water When,Ypu‘bQEEEEE; And
you do. You do. Because baptism requires an immersion. That's what the word
means, That was much water there. There was SEEEE—EEEEEE? at AEnon. Plenty
of water there. They were baptizing in the Jordan. They go up ta AEnon.

'And they came and were baptized'. V.24 (read). See, John is not yet in
\.___________—__________‘_‘_‘_r’.

prison. Though if you read Matthew, you might think that he was.

V.25(read) not 'Jews' really it's A Jew. It's singular. They were really
ll.-——-""_‘“\\‘__________\_-_'_/_,_._..._
questioning the relative merit of Jesus im John's baptism is kka what that pur-

ifying was about.

¥.26(read) 'Rabbi' - notice they call him Rabbi. Nicodemus called Jesus 'Rabbi'
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it means 'teacher'. They came unto John and they said 'teacher, he that was
with thee beyond Jordan,,,,,' Now here's a man whos trying to play JOhn and
__-—-—-'—'_'__"“H\_‘___ T SR —— eSS RS

Jesus against each other. A disciple of John and he says 'listen, master,

you know:. that man you baptized (he didn't call Him by His name - he's talk-

ing about Jesus) well, listen, you're ahead of Him. He's your disciple, be-
— _-_'_'—_‘_——————-_._____

cause, after all, mxx you baptized Him.
T e

'Now He's got a crowd of folks over yonder and He's baptizing more people than
you are baptizing. This just isn't right. I don't like this.' You know what

John ~
Iesmx said? Look at

V.27 (read) that's one of the greatest statements in this world. Bill Bennett

I

is over here preaching the Gospel and people are being saved and the S.S5.'s

growing and the man down the street here is preaching the Gospel and people are

being saved in the church and S.S.'s growing - the blessing is ALL from Heaven.

Nobody has any thing except it be given from Heaven. Don't you worry. 1f there
& i -l A

~isa blessing upon a work, it's because it came from Heaven and not from man.
“W_

Let us not be jealous of churches. I tell you we'll know when revival when the
church down the street can rejoice because the church up the street is reaching
more people and having more people saved than it is. THat'll be the sign and

it ought to be that way. We ought not compare ourselves to anybody else. God's

blessing is upon my ministry; it's upon other peoples ministry - let us not be

jealous; let us not worry about it. It's in the hands of God, John says.

Don't you worry about that. But you see what he's trying to do? He's trying

to do what we try to do too often. Trying to get the churches fighting each
of God

other! preachers fighting each other. God has told me to call the people/to-

gether in these days. God has laid it upon my heart to emphasize our ONENESS
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in Jesus - not our differences. To bringback ToMethoPalian€ongroPresbyGracion-
alists together. To hear the Word of the Lord. Not to fight others. But to
appreciate what they are doing. And God is the one that will give the blessing

matx and if the blessing is withdrawn, that's God.

V.28 (read) John had already told them that. He said 'I'm not the Messiah. But

——

I just came a few months before Him to prepare the way'.

e sy

V.29 is a beautiful verse (read) what in the world is he saying? 'He that hath
the bride is the bridegroom'- who is the bride? The people of God. The church.

Who is the bridegroom? Jesus. John is saying 'listen, the church - the people

—

—_— . e—

of God - they don't belong to me - they belong to Jesus'.

'But the friend of the bridegroom...' Who's the friend of the bridegroom?

_ That's John, the Baptist. That's the Groomsman. That's the best man. You see,
in a Jewish wedding, there was a Groomsman or Bestman, a friend of hte bride-
groom, who gxeam prepared for the wedding and brought the Bride and the bride-
groom together. But once he had done this, he just stood off and rejoiced as

ride groom%é/__ /@/@W.

: 4 ' - / V3B
I, Jo st /W'WW\ v
He doesn't interfere after this. His job is simply to prepare for their union

‘he saw the Bride, joined to th

v and to prepare for that wedding and then to move off the scene. John says 'I

am not anything but the bestman. All in the world I've been is the'EEEEEEEEE;_

I've brought JC and His people together and I've heard them rejoicing. 1I've

heard tlir voiced! I've heard them singing; I've heard them praising God and,'

—

he says 'far be it from me to get in there and to try to rival Jesus. AFter
all, It's His Bride. It's His Bride and I'm just rejoicing. I'm just filled
—_ —  — " Ty

with Holy Joy'. That's what he's saying.
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V.30(read) 'He must increase' and in the context, 'He must increase(with the

Bride'. Jesus must increase with the Bride, but I must decrease. Now here

is the greatest sign of humility and a desire to honor the Lord. John, the
Baptist, could have moved right in here and taken over. It takes a great man
B e ——_

to move out and give another man his place,

John had no thought of exalting John. Anybody who exalts themself in the work
: ey —

of the Lord is doomed to failure. It will not stand. It will not. We must

ever be in the background. Jesus must ever be in the forefront. You know the

worst compliment that could ever come to me? What a great sermon you preached.

You know the GREATEST compliment? What a great Christ you proclaimed.

If people are just talking about ME - they've missed the point. Jesus must be

foremost. He must ALWAYS be out there in front. That's what John is saying

here.

V.31 (read) the first part refers to Jesus (He that cometh from above is above
4 S R
all) that's Jesus. He that is of the earth is earthly. We can never stress

that too much.

V. 32(read) now that'st%%perplly.) And you have that in Scrip. The Biblical
writers will state themselves in what we call 'hiperplly'. It doesn't mean
that literally no one ever received Him. There were people who did receive

Him. But what it's saying is; that the great masses of people did not receive

Him.
M

V.33(read) notice this speaks of those who HAVE received Him. 'He that hath
received His testimony (that is, the testimony of Jesus) hath set his seal (that
4.-"""_""‘-—-__.—--—-_"‘--.\___‘_-___./

is another way of saying 'has certified) that God is true.' In other words,
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people sho have PEEEEggﬁggggéﬂand_listgn_in_His Word, have said 'Jesus is God

and has brought the message of God to man'. That's what that means.

V.34 (read) 'whom.  God hath sent (that's Jesus). The latter part of the verse:

now that's not said of any human being in the world. Can a man be filled with

the HS? He CERTAINLY can. The Bible teaches that. That's an experience.

~ BUT no one has ever been filled by the HS like Jesus. I been filled with the

Spirit and preached in the anointing, many, many times, but there have been time
e e e

in my life that I was not in that fulness and not in that anointing.

But there was never one time, in the life of Jesus, that He was not FILLED and

totally anointed to do His ministry. God gave Him the H.S. without measure.
e SO Qe e oE TR RS

V.35(read) and that's true. He's God's plenty-potentialary - EVERYTHING'S been

given into the hands of Jesus - even the Judgment, ultimately, will be in the

hands of Jesus.

He concludes on V.36 which is one of the greatest verses in the Bible, which I
e

want to conclude on. V.36(read) it's a summation of everything that's been

said in chapter 3. We'd say 'hg WHO believeth (that's PRESENT tense) or 'he who
believes on the Son has everlasting (that's the word Eternal) has (right now)
eternal life.' You know people have been so mis-instructed and this is such a
great Truth that often, I show them this passage and they profess JC and I say

'now read this and what does it say?' And though they've made a GENUINE decisio

they'll say 'well, that means I'm gdang to have Eternal Life in in Heaven'.
S S = W G ¥

Doesn't say that at all. Now that's certainly true but it says something far

greater for us today. It says 'he who believes on the Son HAS (right noe)

Eternal Life. That's what it means to be born again. Is to HAVE the Life of
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God - Eternal Life.

It goes on to say, though, it gives you the converse of this - the opposite....
iggﬂfhgzbelieves NOT the Son shall not see Life'. Is there any way to have

LIfe? 1Is there any way - apart from Jesus? Not according to the Bible. We

——

“have many, many people saying xh&xx there are many ways to God. That's not

what Jesus said. Jesus said 'ye who believe has (right now) but he who believes
h‘"‘"—\—.

NOT shall not see Life BUT the wrath of God abideth (what tense is that?)'

It doesn' tsay 'shall abide' - it says 'the wrath of God abideth (right now).
You receive Eternal Life right now - or you don't have Eternal Life now. If

you don't have Eternal Life through faith in Jesus, then the wrath of God
abideth (or abides) on you right now. That is, it's settled on you. What does

that mean? You say, well, I didn't hink the judgment was going to come until

after we died. You're mistaken.

There will be a judgment, indeed, in the life to come, but the judgment begins
%EEEEE) just likgrEzggggl_Ligg_gggigs here. Now, many peoﬁig_;;;;nderstand

and you live in a nation today, where the wrath of God has settled on hundreds
a nd thousands of people. They've rejected Christ; they have the Light; they've

rejected it and the wrath of God is upon their heads.

getting on

Many people don't understand this. They say 'well, I'm/pretty good. I have a
pretty good job; I get a raise every year; I'm able to support my family; live

in a pretty good house. God hasn't taken my baby.' They misunderstand. You

see, the wrath of God, in the life of an unbeliever, is in the very nature of

his rebellion.

For instance, say here's a man who lives immorally. God may not take his child.

— —
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He may get a raise every year., His business may flourish. But the wrath of

s —_— —— S .
God is in his heart. He's filled with guilt. He's filled with emptyness.

He's filled with restlessness. His life is ruined because he's not right with
"~ -

God and the blessing of God is not on his life in it's truest sense.

All he has is an external blessing. It rains on the just and on the unjust.
But, that wrath is upon him. And all the restlessness today - that's the

wrath of God. Why all the heartaches in our land today? The wrath of God.

God settling His wrath upon people who have the Light, and would not turn to

Jesus Christ.

Now I want to end like this: Jesus said 'the way you receive Eternal Life is

~looking - just as the Isralites looked at the serpent - he said 'Look' to Jesus.

Now our tendency is to try ﬁé:g}%g>our problems. God said 'look at the serpent’

He didn't say 'manufacture some ointment to heal your wound'. Man's always
-‘r-_-___‘—-———__.

trying to manufacture a way to solve his problems. He did not say to 'fight

the serpent’'.

He did not say to 'pray to Moses'. He did not say to 'make an offering to the
prasy B8 o=
serpent on the pole'. And He did not say to 'look at your wounds'. Now what
a__-—————-_______________-_____. — e

many people are doing today - I hope not you - but listen, many people are
looking at their wounds. They're looking at their sins, their sorrows, they're
looking at their husbands, their wives - they are just SICK because they've

looked at themselves. Looked at their problems until they're sick.

And the psychiatrist have analysed them and they've been analysed -- that is
NOT the way to Eternal Life and the way to a victorious Xtn Life. But it is to
look beyond ourselves and our sins and look to Jesus. The Xtn Life is not
lifting but it's looking. Your saved by LOOKING. Spurgeon tried, for years,

.__,_‘--"""'—.-'—._._-_‘_‘_ :
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And then he heard a humble layman preach on the text

and did not understand.

which says 'Look Unto Me and be Ye Saved, All the Ends of the Earth'.

And that layman said 'ng_éﬂniz\héyg\fgwgfmyealthy to look you don 't even have

to 1lift your 11ttle finger to look; don't have to go to college to look; LOOK.

LOOK. And Spurgeon LOOKED and became the greatest preacher of the 19th century.
‘the greatest preacher of

T

I'm convinced today that we need to LOOK. I'm convinced today, that if you're

a Xtn., you need to LOOK. You need to LOOK OFP from your problems and LOOK

~unto Jesus. And when you do that, Jesus Christ will de EXACTLY what He says

That's faith; that's repentence' that's commitment.

that He will do.

Have You LOOKED?
-—

End of Tape



