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GREATEST TEXT TELLS THE GRANDEST TRUTH

John 3:16

This is the world's greatest text - the Bible's greatest text. It sets forth the Bible's grandes

truth and that truth is the amazing truth that God offers to mortal man the gift of eternal life.

God offers to you today the gift of eterna] life, 1ife now, life for all eternity. Do you have
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eternal life this morning? John 3:16." If all the Bible were destroyed except John 3:16,there
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would be enough truth in John 3: 16ikEHErlgg)the whole world to JC." There s also enough truth in

John 3:16 to condemn the whole world if the world will not believe. T e

In it there are four grand truths. I want to talk about them as quickly as I can this morning,

and make it simple and yet it's thrilling and profound.

I. In the first place, this text tells us of the SOURCE of eternal life. It says, "For

God so Toved this world." Eternal Tife is a gift of God. One of the greatest sermons ever preacl

—

ed was preached in the belly of a whale, according to Jonah 3:10. Jonah says, "Salvation is of ti

Lqrd.“ What a sermon!ﬂ_Eterna] life is from the Lord - not from man or anything that man does

except to receive tt.
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Eternal Tife 1; notrbased upon the merit of man but it comes frem the mercy of God. E. L. does
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not come fromthe goodness of man but from the grace of God. —It does not come from the life of
man - no matter how good - but from the 1ove# of God. There are many kinds of Tove in the world.
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We need these other kinds of love but they do not compare to the love of GodL_'There is personal
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love, or the love of a man for a woman.  There is parental love - the love of parent for child or
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¢Latr1ot1c love - the love of a man for his country. There is the love of a mother but the ]ove o1

a mother in 1ts nob]est and h1ghest expeess1on does not even approx1mate The love of Mother does
not eveﬁ approx1mate the 10ve of God for us today . }é;bﬁwﬁg‘
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The Tlove of God is unconditional. A mother's love is conditional to an extent. _A mother will
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say, "You be good and/do, what I tell you and I will love you." God never says this one time.
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He says, "I Tove you whether you are good or whether you are pad.“ Isa. 1:18 says, "Though your

sins be as scarlet they shall be as white as snow and tho they be red Tike crimson they shall be
as wod1." The love of God is unaffected, it's unmotivated, ) absolutely unconditional. God

loves his chosen people, Israel, but not just h1s chosen people Israe], our text says he Toves the

world. He does not just love those:;po are T;;quuor those whofiégg:ﬁiizzr those who are_be11ev1r
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The text says God loves the world and the Greek word is cosmos. This means the God- defy1ng, un-

godly, unbelieving, dirty, ignorant world. God Toves it. 4 Zir i;W” 7z ot
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God loves you today. Anybody in this world whé will believe John 3:16 will never despair. There'
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~enough hope in it for everybody today. He loves the entire world. I read this week that 30%

of the adult people of the world are illiterate and can't even read. God loves that wor]d.
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I read this week that 3,000,000,000 people in this world are lost andlgnti-@ God and anti-Christ

but God loves every one of them. God loves the world. God loyes you
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But the text comes down to "whosoever." The focus ofZthe text is on the ¢ individual. He loves
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you. As St. Augustine said 1600 years ago, "God loves each of us as if there were only one of us
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Will you see yourself todgfay as one person that God loves and loves you beyond my ability to tell
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and the Bible's ability to ®8@@@ say. God loves you and that's the source of eternal T1ife - the

Tove of God# for man.

But that's only the tip of the iceberg of the text. Lo ;d#«zéyééﬁéx;
II. In the second place the text tells us of the sacrifice God has made for eternal
life. "For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son." ine“wor1d's_greatest

gift required the world's greatest sacrifice. Just th1nk about it! It says he gave his son@
S T Pl S e N | e m———

e e L e o~

which indicates that the gift was unconditional with no str1ngs attached.™God gave Jesus. He
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didn't have to do it. No one put any pressure on him to do it. He did itﬁ:;;:ﬁfari1y. Bk It was
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ﬂji;gﬂg;i:ee will. He gave him. But it says he gave his only begotten. That doesn't mean that
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Jesus was created as some false interpreters would say. The word "only begotten" is only one

word in Greek and m? s the word monogenes. But it means the only son of his kind. God has a lot
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of sons. Many of you are the spiritual sons of God but he had only one son 11ke Jesus. 0n1y one
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creatures %
There were a lot of wonderful 2@@RQREEE in the world when Jesus was given. “Theére was Lucifer.

Lucifer, who guarded Jesus in heaven. I believe according to Isa. 14, acc. to Ezek 28 that Lucifi
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who became the devil, was the guardian angel of Jesus in heaven at one time. But he could not

———— — ————

be the sacrifice.
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;y#here was Michael.,which means "1ike God." The great guardian angel of Israel.. There was the

angel of the annunciation, Gabriel, but none of them could be the sacrifice. It had to be one
e e N e e e————
and that was the only son of his kind and the only person who's ever lived in the universe who

could have been the sacrifice and paid the price and purchased eternal ]1fe# for you and for me.
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" Now God offers His son and laid our sins upon him. Somebody is asking the question, "But I've
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sinned and my past is all messed up. My life is in shambles." The Father d1d not simply send
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Jesus, Virgin born, to the world but the Father-God laid upon Jesus all our sins. There is a son
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I used to think was a wonderful song until I began to study the Bible more closely which says, "I
1ay my éle,EBEEEE?SUS’ t@fﬁilﬂlgingngnghGOd Oh no, we don't lay our sins upon Jesus. That

is not the right of any mortal man. You could never have done it, I could never have done it. I

was the Father who Taid our sins upon Him in order that we might come to him and receive forgive-
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ness. But the Father lays them.
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That is what Isa. 53:6 says, "All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his

own way, and the Lord hath laid upon him." It was a divine transaction._We cannot at any point
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humanize salvation or take credit in any way. The Father in heaven Taid our sins upon Jesus, the

holy sacrifice.

Isa. 53:10 is bo#1d to say it pleased the Father ruise him. How in the world could the Fathe
do it? Could you bruise your son? Could you give your sén? Could you lay the sins of the world
M

upon your son? Could you offer him in death? No, and I could not. The Father did. What a sacr
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fice he made when he offered his son/. If we Tose sight of it we've lost sight of the core of
W g Sy
AT P

Xtn commitment. Paul was overwhelmed at the price God had paid for @8 him. So”often evangelicals
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cheapen salvation and cheapen the gospel by running around saying, "It's free." It's not free.




It cost God everything, The extent to which we understand this is the extent to which we live

for His glory and we pray and we give and we serve when we see that it cost him everything. It
cost him the greatest thing of the universe - his only begotten son. No one 1like him and no one

who would ever be like him in the history of the wor]d -
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The apostle Peter lived with him and probably saw part of the crucifixion and the suffering. In
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his first epistéle tried to share with us something of the cost that he paid." iwbe]ieve_Peter

one day passed by a(E§§§E>s1ave market where they were selling people Tike we sell cattle at the
\-—.______M

stockyard today and he saw men bidding for human 1ives and often so much gold and silver and the
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one who'could offer the most gold and silver bought the person to be their slave. Back home in

the old south the slave markets still stand - maybe in this state - in the state of NC the slave

market%standﬁ where people wHere purchased like you purchase @ @B@BEC groceries, afinimals for the
-_____-___‘_"_"-—————_

high bidder. Then Peter puts th1s 1n spiritual language and imagines man be1ng auctioned off
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to the devil and then he shows that Jesus came and was the higest bidder and paid the ggreatest
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price and bought man out of bondage, bought man into Tiberty through the sacrifice of the blood

of Jesus.

That is what he says in I Pet. 1:18-19, "Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed by corrup-

tible things as silver angfgold rom your vain way of life received by tradition from your father:
lr—/ /-—-\_

but by the precious blood of Jesus as of a lamb without spot and without blemish." _Ihatjﬁnghe
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price of your soul@ @@ and my soul@i. He gave his life - he gave his blood and it took as much
————
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blood to save you as it takes to save me. Your life is as precious as any life in the world be-
i

cause he has bought it with his own blood. Don't let the devil have it Don't ever think you
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I was talking to a coup1e in my class this morning who said, "We want to join the church but we

don't have something to offer

don't have anything to offer the church." I said, "Don't say that. It took as much blood to
.*__"—_____'_""‘-‘.___.__,_
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redeem youxﬂSaIQ redeem me. You are important this myorning. Jesus has bought you with his
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bTood. Ne need to realize it in the church of God and if it's to move our membersth, to come,
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or to do quthlng,QLQ,Lﬂéllgﬁﬂwe are purchased with a price and let us Tive Tike purchased indivic
‘uals, because God has paid t e‘ﬁ?fte“fU?*U§“’Pﬁ5“ﬁﬁ§t*”btﬁtak“j;ﬁ1§“th%ﬂg’TTghtTyﬁ“'It is the
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supreme fact of our experience and the supreme fact of Xtnity that we are purchased by the blood
of the Lamb and we ought to Tive like it and act 1ike it. The text tells of the SOURCE Q€ of
eternal 1ife and then it tells us of the SACRIFICE for eternal life but then in the third place

ITI. It talks about the SIMPLICITY of receiving this wonderful gift of eternal life.

One of the greatest ev1dences in the wor1d that God 1s compa551onate and loves you and me is not

o

that he?hadgia way, but that he made a way in reach of everybody here this morn1ng There's

nothtng 1ntr1cate or comp11cated in the gospel Not at all! "That whosoever believes into me."
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Suppose the Lord had said, "You must understand the theo]ogy of John 3:16." Not many people coul

be saved.

Or just suppose he sa1dL—"Y0u ve got to be.able to quote John 3:16." Most people can't even do
t &
that in our world. Or suppose he said, "If you can run around the block you can have eternal

life." There are thousands of people - hundreds in Ft. Smith who could never have eternal Tife.
They can't run around the block, they can't get to a church. The Lord knew that the masses of

people would never attain to great intellectual heights. God doesn't require that. God doesn't

require an educat1on God doesn't requ1re credentta]s, God doesn't require that you understand

theology. God does not require these things for you to have eternal life. God comes to you at
the most practical, conc@rete point of yourf 1ife - something you exercise every moment you live

faith. Something we have already exercised this mfonning.

He said, "You've got to have faith in me. Something you are already familiar with to a great
extent. You must have that - and that's all." That's open to everyone to have the wonderful gifi

of eternal 1ife. Now he says, "Whosoever believeth into me." Simple, but not shallow. "Believeft
F— ~ = - -__--_-‘_'_“‘—'—-—-__

_into me“ indicates faith unites us with Jesus. This is not just an inte11ectua1 thing of just
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saying it in the mind and saying, "I be]Ieve Jesus ex15ts and I belleve Jesus d1ed for me. " That'
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not what this woérd means.

This word means§ B8 Bto lean upon Jesus and to commit our souls, our all to Jesus, to surrender
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te_the Lordshlp of Jeeue, uht11 we are un#lted to Jesus. In its root meaning it means UNION.



S1mp1e enough that a ch11d of 8 or?9 can do it but profound enough that the greatest theologians

wrestle with it and John 3:16 is inexaustible. You know that this is more than just joining a
- '_——'_F-M_-_""‘-—\q_____,_._.—-—-—"_'——_"_‘—'—'
church and being baptized or saying a @@ prayer or just saying "I believe in God or believe in

Jesus."

It's all these things but these things come as a result of the very heart of what faith is.

Faith is the commitment of the will ¢ to Jesus. It's bowing before Jesus. Hhen you do it you
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are united to Jesus and that g1ves you the ]1fe of Jesus and everyth1ng that he offers. That is

something anybody can do but it's the greatest thing anybody can do on earth. The simplest and

yet the profoundest thing that anyone has ever done this side of heaven, is to trust Jesus with

all your heart and commit your will to Him. Simple, but have you dong it?

But the text does not stop with the source and with the saciifice and with the simplicity. The

text climaxes with describing the
0ee IV. SUBSTANCE of eternal 1ife which he offers. "Should not perish," the text says

That means that God does not want you to go to hell and eternally per1sh We are in death until

hwe_reoelye_eterna]ﬂ]1fe. We will d1e phys1ca11y and beyond physical death we are going to die

-

eternally unless we have eternal life. But he says BRO@GE those who receive eterna] life are

delivered from eternal de&th which is hell. Is hell to be avoided? It indeed is! Men are e1the
...—-—.___-__________—____‘_‘_-—_
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going to heeggﬂ“or they are going to hell. They have eternal life or they have eternal death

written in their soul. But once you trust Jesus you don't have to worry about going to hell.

Did you ever wonry_about going to hell? I spent months and maybe years of my life worrying about
going to hell_; spending 31eepless nights afraid of the second coming of Christ. I was afra@id®®
of going to hell at one time in my life. .E_Eﬂﬁ_ﬁfffjfLJELEJEEHQJEX_EX?5' There's someane here
this morning that's afraid of #going to hell and you ought to be afraid becuase without eternal

life you are going to hell if you die.

But this is the least worry the believer has today. This is the least worry I have on earth toda;

is going to hell. I'm concerned that I serve Jesus but I am not one bit concerned about going to



hell. I am not going to hell. I know this. I have eternal life.

But then he says you don't have any fear of going to hell when you have eternal life because you

have eternal 1ife and once you have eternal life you don't need to worry about égoing to hell.
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What is eternal 1ife? The KJU calls it everlasting life. It is everlasting = there is a 539931:

tat1ve aspect to it. It will last forever. It begins today and it will last forever. It lasts

as long as God lives. But if it were just eveFIQ§tjng_bgt not eternal I may not want it and you
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may not want it. It's got just everlasting life - it's eternal life. You could have everlasting

1ife that would not be eternal 1ife.
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I read of agéi;ho1091ca1 figure who had a w§sh granted add that wish was that they would have 1if

forever and[1t was granted and they found themse1ves in such misery they said, "Oh we are sorry
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we ever prayed that prayer. MWe are in misery - we want to die." If it was just everlasting

existance that wouldn't mean too much. _}t's_not immorta{i}y we are talking about - the lost are

going to live immortal®By but through Jesus, the gift of eternal life is offeréd to us. Why is

it called eternal? That's the adjective that's used to descr1be the ch
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In the final sense, the only person who's eternal is od What is eternhl 1ife? It's the life

of God given to us. It's the life of eternity that comes into us. The life of heaven that comes

into us. It's the life that God h1mse]f put 1n Jesus and wh1ch comes to us through the HS. It's

the very 1life of God and eternity. Everg#lasting but also eternal - filled with love and hope and
_— ——— "_"‘——""---_-—-—-—‘—--_._._—-—-—'—"-\

joy and power in heaven right here on earth. There's nothing Tike it in all the world.

We talk about the deeper life today. That's what I'm talking about today. You'll hever get deepe¢
—___-_____""--_._____ i

than I am today. Nothing's deeper than eternal Tife. Nothing in this world is greater than e. 1.

The fullness of the HS and all the gifts are not as gre&t as eternal life. This is God himself,
his character, his life, given to mortal man. To summarize it in the simplest form, it is the
,ﬁgifEHEffﬁQd Do you not see that tt has to be a gift? How could it otherwise be? Can anyone

here - is anyone so blind and prideful as to think you can earn th1s? It has to be the g1ft# of
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God when you understand what it is.




Not only is it the gift of God but it is something that comes through His precious son and it's

only in his son. It's never through works, neger through the church, never through man. "He who

has the Son - I John 5:12 - has eternal Tlife and he who has not the Son hath not life."
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It is received by FAITH. It cannot be received by works. It's only by faith - that sixth sense
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that's placed in our hearts as the word is preached and we just take it by faith. It begins the
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——

mement you take it. You don't have to wait until you die to know you are going to heaven - it's

now and it lastws forever.

There's not anything on earth that compares with it. Do you have eternal life? If you don't,

receive it. Trust Jesus this morning. You've got to DESIRE to trust. It's like love - if you

——

love your wife you desire to Tove your wife. It's out of the desire of the heart. Do you desire
———— e

to have eternal 1ife? Do you desire to excape hell? Do you desire to have this wonderful Tife

of God in you? If so, tell the Lord. He's not out to pull any tricks on you - just say it to
the Lord in your heart - "Lord, I want that. Give me that oh Lord#."Trust him with the deepest
thing in you and come and tell me. He will honor K that today. He has.come to give us eternal

life - not eternal death. That's fis business and it's nét a matter of your theology. It's not

a matter of your understanding. It's a metter of your heart's desire today. You can receive it
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