_ FBC-74/28/85 ROMANS - LESSON #4

- Pastors Class
THE GUILTIEST MAN IN
From Tape/mc Fort SMith

Romans 2: 1-16

. can deal with righteousness, he must deal with the unrighteousness of man. Men will

never believe the Gospel or see a need of it until they see their own_persona] quilt agy sin-

fulness under God. So, in Rom. 1, V. 18-32, Paul indicts a Mr. Pagan or Mr. Heathgn man.

I can imagine that maybe while H;EEEE%HBTEQ this, that Mr. Religious man or Mr. Jew, was
"‘—-—‘—-—-—-_._._—-—'—'_'__“\_. -—— O OO
_listening infand he would say 'oh yeah, the pagan, the heathen man, he really is quilty and

he's in bad shape:. But we're not in this situation. We have the law; we have the 0. T.
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We have the Ten Commandments'.
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Yet, immediately after Paul indicts the heathen world, if anything, he indicts the religious,

— —

_morg} wOf]g even more severely. The whole second chapter of Romans is given to this. See,
religion doesn't save us, morality doesn't save us. We all need to be saved and we're going
to see how terribly lost the Jews were. How terribly lost a moral person can be without Chris
Let's begin at V. 1 of Chapter 2 of Romans.

veiled
V. 1(read) who is 'Thou'? In the first 16 verses, Paul is really deTivi;inq’a #¥XXX or kind

of a concealed charge against the Jews. When he comes to V. 17, he just says 'thou art the
S DR e T T ‘-h""‘"—---__._.__—-——-—-—_

_mag'. It's kind Tike Nathan dealing with DAvid, in which he describes his sin and then he

says 'you're the man'. That's what we have here. In this context. So he's talking to the
,——!‘\-"_"—\.___‘\

Jew there. 'Therefore, YOU are inexcusable'. Notice in Chap. 1, V. 20, he told !those
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~_pagans that they were without excuse? Because of the Light that had come to them through
nature? That's the same word we have here, he gives to the Jew. He says 'therefore , you are

without excuse'.

-

‘O man' is just a generic word for general summation of the Jewish race. It's what we call
St M e
an ablotive in language and just translate it_'0 Man'. The next phrase: see,these people

were gixgr guilty of judging their neighbors. Their:heathen neighbors. This is alway ’fhe
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sign of a self-righteous moral lost person. They'll always judge. Some who look to be worse
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than they are. Of course, if we Took around us, we can always find somebody who is worse than
—
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we are outwardly. ANd as it would appear. But we're never to compare ourselves with another
—_— —— — -

person at all. But that's what the Jews did. But Took at the latter part of this verse:

—

you know psychologists have taught this for years. When we condemn evil in someone else, it's
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because that same evil is in us. You hear somebody comdemning another person and if you'll

look closely at their lives, they are grossly guilty of the very thing that they are accusing
"\_’\_/_/—\_’_ e ———

their fellowman of.
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That's the reason it's so recognizable. We see in others our own sins and yet, b inded to

our own sins. Now he says 'you judge but you're guilty of the same thing'. You say 'you

mean the Jews were gu11ty of homosexuality and these terrible sins of the Gentiles'? No.

But the wordkxggmgﬂ herﬁ71s the Greek word 'autta' which doesn't mean identical but means

_-—

equally as serious, in the sight of God. And as far as their relationship to God is concerned.

= —_— Gentiles

Oh, they were not guilty of these gross fleshly sins of the J¥XX, but what they were guilty

of, was a heart fi]led with hatred and hypocrasy and judgment and criticism and that's just
— ——— e e e —

as bad in the sight of God, asﬂf}esh!y immorality.
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We need to keep this before us all the time. We often look at the man in the gutter as being
- —— —-———.______.___________H_‘_-___-_‘_
in trouble - or being the great sinner - listen, the meanest type person in the world is not

the person in the gutter. But the person who comes to church on Sunday morning, criticising
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te pastor, criticising everything; judging, jealous, mean, gossiping - that's not a meaner
— : L L —

person in the world, according to God, than this. This was the Jewish temperament and so he

says 'listen, you just judge yourself and you are guilty of things equa11y as ser1ous
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It's been said that if you point a finger at sdmeone else, that you have three pointing back

_to your own self. Let me encourage you today, as a child of God, not to judge and criticise

your brother. To be very careful with what you say. The people of God need to watch what

T——

they say. The Jews were just quilty of self righteousness and a critical judgmental attitude.
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But we, he says in

V. 2(read) 'we are sure' or 'we know'. Who's we? The Jews. Of course the Jews knew what he's

e



gonna say. We know the judgement of God is according to Truth. Jhat was in the 0.T. Scrip.
'Against them which commit such things'. Yeah, the new this and Paul was reminding them.
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Listen, God doesn't judge according to the outward, but He judges_qgggrgingmyo Truth; accord-

iﬁé to reality, according to the condition of our hearts. Not that which appears, but that
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which is real. He said 'we Jews know this'.

V. 3(read) now they really thought they would. The Jews thought they would escape the judge-
< __”"_"—-—————*—-_;____m_‘

ment of God. They had a sajing, the Rabbis did that Abraham sat at the gates of Hades and

_he Tet no Jew go into Hades. No matter how wicked they were! That's simply because they were
e -—
a Jew that God would immune them from any judgement;_ You know nothing is more serious when
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a nation comes to the place that it things it's in favored status with God and nothing is more
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ser1ous 1n the 11fe of a believer than when we come to a place that we feel that God will not
DT e

judge us or correct us. We should ever Tive in a way to realize that God is subject to

correct us and judge us at ANY time, through His Word and never say that I'm so good or so
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favored that God will not 7ntervene g zi3>ﬁ5 /{%{&;v~'¢{/ﬁ”’i?¢3 ;;f%Z,Z?/
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America stands in danger of her soul today and her existance because deep down in the America
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psych¥s is the be11ef that God cannot Judge us and will not Judge us. But we do not get that

from the Bible nor from history. But there is that in the Amer1can psycﬁ%{ that there is
something specia]bbout us; something special about us and God cannot judge us because we are
-soxﬁdﬂa;rfuI.u-God has blessed this great land of ours and he raised it up to be the missionary
base ¥K¥&K& for world evangelism. But listen, if Bailey Smith did nothing else when he was

here in Ft. Smith, he preached a sermon on Friday that the whole world should hear. He showed
a nation that had sunk in the heathen immorality and he pointed out that the Russian missiles

are pointed to all the citfes in America and that God is under no obligation to save our

freedom, the way we're 11v1ng Cy/gkl /L47 / o
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The thing that damned the Jews was that they just pulled their self-righteous robes about

them and said 'we're all right and we can't be judged and we're gonna judge everybody else and
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we'rve the favoréd nation in the world'. But éﬂgye's no favored naf;gn with God. Righteousness
p

s e
exalts a nation but sin is a reproach to any people. And thé Jews failed to see this and
4

#4XX Paul is teliling it to them in those uncertain terms.

V. 4 (read) 'despisest' and the Greek verb means 'do you ]ook down your nose or do you show

‘nggggmgglzx '"For the riches of His goodness and forbearance and Tongsuffering?' He says
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'God has been good to you; He has forborn and He has been patient (or longsuffering). You see
———

the word 'goodness'? That means that God has shown to the Jews many, many wonderful acts of

e s
mercy and goodness. You see.the word!'forbearance'? That word means 'truce'. That God had
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called a Truce; that is He had not judged them for their sins but had called a temporary

truce. It's the word 'aunakay' in Greek. It means a temporary truce.
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Then, he says 'longsuffering and patient'. He says 'now God has shown this to you people:
7 S

goodness, temporary truce(just withholding His judgment)and He's_been patient'. And, oh, how

true that was with the Jews. My, the patience of God with the Jews. _But how did the Jews
take this? Look what he says there lﬂEEﬁEEEEjEE,EDEE_thE goodness of God leadeth thee to
e Rl W AR SRgED N
repentence’. Paul says 'you Took down your nose on these things. You show contempt. You
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don't even realize why God's been good to you and why God's been patient with you and why God
T —— e —e——————————— 1
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has just withheld His judgment for a time. You don't realize that it was to bring you to
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Here's one of the greatest lessons in the world for us to learn today. So often, we take the

goodness of God to mean that we're good. I've heard people say 'oh, you know God He's blessing
— N e —— =

my business. He's really blessing my business. He's blessing my family' who did not honor

God one bit. _Would not even come to church. Wouldn't give a penny of money. Might have

their membership on the church roll. I've heard this right in Ft. Smith 'Oh, God is really
with me. Oh He's really with me. Man, He's just blessing my business over and over' not
realizing what God was doing: When God is good to me, it's not because I'M good; it's because

He's trying to get a message across to me and to humble my heart.
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You know most churches can't endure the blessings of God or the goodness of God. They get

stuck up. We've been so blessed in our church until if we're not careful, we'll think it's

'___EEEEEEEHEELEE—EQ—QQQQL*‘when God is good to me and when God is good to you, it's to humble

our hearts that we might praise His name. That's what I want to do about our class and the

reason I was so cautious in my words out there this morning in the great celebration we had,

is to honor Jesus. He's not been good to this class because Bill Bennett is good or because

‘re good but because He wants to humble our hearts that we'll reach more people in the
'

next ten years than we've ever known.

Let's not misread the signals of God. Why has God been so good to America? He wants it to

—

__be the great missionary outpost of the world. But what has America done? Turned from God
S e ey R

__because of the goodness of God. STrangest thing: You see it as a pastor, you see a person
: A i S
living in a relatively modest home, struggling to pay his bills and rear his family; he'll

generally make you a good deacon. Good S.S. teacher. He'll come on Sunday night; he'l1l come
e Te———
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_on Wednesday night. He'll support you. But you Tet that man keep moving up. Move into a

big home, have a lot of money so he can take vacations; more times than not, that man will get
\_.———'—_—‘—-—-—-_____________-_‘\ ~ - —\_-_""'-__\\ <.

cold on God and that which he used to do, which was a part of his life, he forgets it and gets
.M.

involved in materialism.

It is so easy my friends, to let this happen and the Jews had done this. Is God good to you?

If so, it's not because you're good; it's not because I'm good; He's good to us because He wa

wants to humblé us and to make us mdfé_like Jes. If we're not saved, He wants to bring us to
W 4

repentence but the Jews, they said 'oh, WHXHH“XKXH&K&*!&EXOU know we deserve all this. We

have this coming to us; we're very special'. SAD! And yet, we see this_in our society today

and we have to check it in our own lives. But look at

V. 5 (read) ‘'but after' or 'because of' the hardness and i;penitent heart - he says because
—  — scflerotes
of the hardness and that word 'hardness' there is the word X¥YK¥X¥¥X from which we get 'scjf=

Terosis' from it. You put arterial before it and you have a very common digggi?. My dad died

with this. It's a terrible thing. The clogging of the arteries, through cholesterole, until
- —_—



the blood can't flow and he says 'your condition is your suffering from Spiritual sclerosis

e —

_until the life of God can't flow through you.

You have hardened your heart and you are un-
. e e e -

EEPEAXTERN K repentent but notice he says 'you are treasuring up (or E111ng up) unto thyself

'-___-____"“—-_
wrath against the day of wrath and the revelation of the righteous judgment of God'.

What a statement this is. He says 'you hardened your heart; you won't repent; but what you're
* e — [ g - —
doing, you're making deposits of wrath in the Bank of Heaven and one day,(like a water break
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in a damn and the water overflowing) one day all of this wrath is gonna burst upon your souls

in the judgment.' Now in last weeks lesson, we saw the wrath of God is being revealed and
S A S

you know what I told you? This matter of, say, perversion? I said that 'aids' was a mani-

festation of the wrath of God, right now on perversion. But here he's saying something else.

He's saying 'you're not feeling it now in it's full fury, but your attitudes is storing up

a bank of wrath that, 1n the judgment, it will suddenly all be re1eased upon your sou1s

The question has been asked 'does God send a person to he}l1?' Well, I th1nk the B1ble says
FHEe MUS ST 8 PENRUE. DU

that He sends them to hell but I also think thg Bible teaches that we send ourselves to hell.

This is saying that the impentitent heart (hardshearted) now remember this is the religious

Jews that he's talking about. This would have been unthinkable to the Jews; it would be
-— e —— ———— e -

unthinkable to MANY religious people in America today. He says 'what you're doing with this

o

attitude. You're not guilty of adultery; you're not guilty of these terrible perversions of
——— '--.‘__,___‘____‘___'_'_ﬁ__'_____\___

the pagan, but your attitude toward God and toward people and your im impentitent heart means
L = = _-_HH'_“—’“'““\E___ o

that you're depositing, day by day, wrath in Heaven and one day, it iwill be released upon v
'_mmimw_

your souls'.

What a picture this is of man himself sealing his own doom and storing up his wrath. Bailey
Smith preached on Judas. He used his imagination; I think it was valid, basically. He didn't

conclude with Acts 1: 25. He didn't have time, I don't guess. Where it says 'Judas went to
Wemmmm e

his own place'. He did. Judas stored up his wrath. We store up our wrath. That's the sad
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thing of rejecting Christ; we store it up. and God doesn't deliver the wrath, the day we say
,___}/L__Z'—"‘:z-@-'

ﬁz’iyg/w et g Vot



no to Jes. but just like a person who puts a little money in the bank, every week, and he

keeps putting it in and keep$ putting it in. At the end of Tife, hess got a pretty good bank
__account and he opens it and there's quite a good bit of money. This is the same idea you

have here. This word 'treasure' is a banking term. Says you're banking up wrath and one day,

you're gonna draw it all out.
A graphie picture,nindeed, of the inevitable judgment of God. Look at

V. 16(read) 'who' and that goes back to God. Now in V. 2, he says that He's gonna judge

according to Truth; now He's gonna judge according to the condition of our hearts. Not of

what we appear to be but the condition of our hearts, He's gonna judge according to that.

Then in V. 6, he says He's gonna judge accord1ng to our deeds. According to our deeds. And

—— e = = -—-‘"——""_"‘x.,,______.d._,“_“‘

of course, the Bible teaches that. Not that anyone is gonna be JUStTfTEd 2d by deeds or by works

but God is going to judge according to Truths and He's - the inward man and He's gonna judge

according to deeds - the outward life.

He's saying to the Jews 'God's gonna judge you, not on the basis of your pretention or what
you think but just ﬁhﬁE—XQE,EEE_EEE_EEEEMY°“ do'. We get to the end of this chapter and he's
gonna accuse the Jews of the most serious sins that they destested. For instance, idolatry,
and they said 'oh, anybody who would bow down before an idol, is scarcely human being and
should be fuel for the fires of Hell and Paul says 'you worship yourselves'. You know that's

the worst idol in the wor1d? Is to worship ourselves. So he's really zeroing in on the Jews.

V. 7, 8, 9 & 10 he gives an evidence (or the fruits) of those who are truly saved and those

o /( .
who are truly Tost. He says in é/ijﬁfbigﬂfﬂﬁci%x
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V. 7(read) or He will give Eternal life. You need to add that for it to make good sense. To

them, who, by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour ¥MMXId%¥ (and

that means to God, not themselves) and immortality, God will give Eternal Life.
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V. 8 (read) ffﬂfgn;inusﬁ(or factious). Bailey Smith defined the sin unto death as the con-

d}ggzjggg Xtn. Who's all the time, contending and factious. It's amazing statement he made.

He says that's the person God just kills. And will not let live. He talks about this here.
The Bible is full of this thing of a factious and contentious spirit. He says 'but unto them
XK4X or 'on the other hand' those that are factious (or conténtion) and do not obey the Truth,

but obey unrighteousness there will be indignation (that's the word 'wrath') and wrath. It's

just the two Greek words and it's just a different expression of Gods wrath.

The first means 'God worKing through His moral laws 'Orgate' and 'wrath' means just the

ANHAXTXH outburst of His anger. In the next verse, he says

V. 9 (read)tribulation and anguish (in okher words there will be tribulation - that would be

the outward trial) the anguish (the inward agony) upon every soul of man that doeth evil of
—

the Jew first and also of the Gentile.

V. 10 (read) 'but glory, honour and peace' or there will be glory, honour and peace (rest of

verse).

V. 11(read) and of course that was the most devastatin thing that he could have ever said

to the Jewss Because that's precisely what they claimed that they were a favored nation.
——————Y
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You say 'well, they WERE chosen'. Yes, they were chosen but that did not mean that they were
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~pets and could get by with anything. When God chooses ds, that does not mean that wetre

— e —
better than any one else. He chooses us by His grace and uses us through His grace and yet,
‘—-——_..____________________________.—-—-—-———'—h—-_.—______‘__
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the Jews said the Gentiles are just fuel for the fires of hell. Looked down upon every one

of them, especially the Harmartes (the people of the land). | /szft;:z;:,<7z~
S
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The Pharisees hated the people of the land and Pﬁgglgghyhg people that Jes. really ministered

B N e

to, which is the common people, really. You remember the Gospel didn't go to the Pharisees

first at all. Or the Scribes or the Sadducees; it went to dispised Harmartes, the shepherds

in the field. And that's where it is still going and that's where it's being received. WE



need to pray ernestly that our city will not become so sophisticated that it won't hear the
Gospel of Jes. It's becoming more and more sophisticated. Bailey Smith said to me 'there
are a lot of hard hearts in this town'. We need to watch this. We need to watch if there's
always the danger that we will be so blessed of God until we will feel that we're special and
that we really don't need what others need because of some special privilege that God has

bestowed upon us.

How in the world - I just take myself - except for two weeks in my 1ife, since I was ordained
to preach, I've pastored a church and God's enabled me to go, day and night. God's given me

a wife that's strong and day and night, except for two weeks, when I moved from N. CArolina,

to New Orleans, I was without a church. But except for two weeks, in November 12, 1950, day
and night, I have preached and taught and born the burden of people, preached funerals, married

people, but how in the world coulg&g person ]ike me be damned? And be lost? Very easily!

A1l of that does not make me approved before God at all. You see, this is what we find hard
to believe: that we have earned our right into Heaven, when none of us, no matter what we
do, Bill Bennett could go to hell. T will go to he]l, unless I know Jes. I will go to hell.
Butr;;;M;;;;m;;;;T;NE;;EWZ;/our pride, because we want to believe that it's our own merits
and that God really does honour us because we're special ‘and because we've earned our right.
And yet, we haven't at all! Jes. says, in Matt. 5: 20 (read) what in the world is He saying?

righteousness of
How can ANY mans r1ghteousness exceead tha/Scr1bes and Pharisees? Man, I'd love to have a churc!
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of Scribes and Phar1sees, maybe a couple of months, but I couldn' t stand them MORE than that,

but I'd Tove to have them, because here's what I would have: I wouldn't have anybody to miss

\\.,‘,_
a service. They attended every service. They peayed three times a day. They fasted on Tunsda\
ey TSy
and Thursday. They gave 23% % of everything they made. They knew the Bible from A to Z. But
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AE?gz\aT? died and went to hell! How can our righteousness exceed the righteousness of the
M

Scribes and Pharisees? Not w1th1n ourse]ves Only Gods kind of righteiousness in Jes. and if

our righteousness doesn't exeeed the Scribes and Pharisees, we certainly, will never enter into



-10~-

the Kingdom of God. The Jews weee Tost in all of their righteousness and they walked around
saying 'we're spec1a1‘ and I'm telling you - I'M TELLING YOU - I'd like to believe that every-
one here is a &éﬁﬁ true born again believer, but we need _to check ourse1ve§”§onstant1y, as
believers. That we don't get complacent and say that we're special and that God can't deal
with us, or our church, or ggg”nation. The Jews believed that they were special and Paul says

'God is no respector of persons' which in the original language means: He doesn't see the

face of an individual; He looks at the soul.

He Tooks at the soul. He doesn't Took at my face or my education or what I've done. He looks
at my soul but ée Tooks at more than my soul. He Tooks to seéwgf Jes. is there and He is not
impres%é&'with one thing, except Jes. Do you realize that the apostle Peter preached on the
Day of Pentecost and was filled wtih the H. S. and had such power that people were healed by
his shadow, according to Acts. But he wrestled with this old prejudice in his heart of be-
lieving the Jews were better than anyone else and God had to deal with him. The 10th Chap.

of Acts and it was not until Acts 10: 34 that he says 'of a truth, I perceive that God is no

respector of persons'.
Peter even believed it after the Day of Pentecost and God had to really work upon him.

V. 12(read) 'sinned without Taw' and that would be the Gentiles. 'Sinned IN Law' and there

e
¢

are the Jews. See,the Jews sa¥d 'oh, we don't have to be judged at all'. They were the ones
’\W‘—w___\\_

who were going to be judged‘ Fér more severa]y than the heathen. I would be a heathen in

Africa who's never seen a B1b1e than an American who sits in a church all the time, but re-

S U

jects Christ and meets God. The ~guiltiest person in Ft Smith is the person who has had the

[
i

mps?ORight and rejected it. And that's not genera]1y the man 1n jail or the criminal. 1It's

often a person who's been to church a lot and sometimes a church member who never has got

saved,

Hear's
mﬁs&gg the Gospel over and over again and has abundance of Light but will never repent and bow
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his knee before Jes. and get right with God. That's the quiltiest person in the world. WE

need to realize that and that's what Paul is saying.

V. 13(read) were the Jews the hearer of the law? Why, goodness, that's all they did, was to

e EE———

the law. But Paul says 'the doers of the Law shall be justified'. They didn't do the law,

hear the Law. They(iﬁ§}f§1t on their person; the régd)it; they heard it all the time - was

but they heard it.

V. 14(read) you see, the Gentiles didn't have the written law, but they had the law written

in théir hearts. They had the internal law of conscious. Do you realize there is practically

_no rape in Japan? Practiedlly no rape in Japan. _Sexual sins are very rare in Japan. Where

did that come from, the Ten Commandments? No. Ninety eight percent of the Japanese are withou

any knowledge of revelation. Where did that come from? From the Inner man. The Inner man.

Have 'you seen the book 'The Peace Child'? Tells about the savages in Guinne and gne tribe

will give to another tribe their Tittle babies and they're so savage until they think murder

is wonderful and they say 'treachery is wonderful. The more treachous and the more murders
you can commit, the greater you are.

No fypfol— i %Vf&.—

But this book tells about how one tribe will give another tribe the peace - what they call 'the

(s

peace child' and when they give that 1ittle baby to this other tribe, they say 'now this means

you're gonna keep your treaty and you're not gonna violate it' and they don't. They don't.

These savages know, in their hearts, KNOW in their hearts, that it's wrong to break a treaty.

The Gentiles had written in theigmhgarts the moral law of God. Let me illustrate it like this:

———

suppose you're driving along the road and you see a sign on the side of the road that says

i
[ ‘Drive Carefully'. Well, that's a type of instruction but it's left to your judgm our

inner judgement as to how you will drive.

e
(/;;zat is the internal law that corresponds with the Law of the Gentile. But you go on down

the road and it says 'Speed Limit - 35 Miles'. Now that's the external law the Jews had.

They had a definite; they had a definite word as to what to do. But that didn't mean the Gen-
L SOSBESEE e e S = '-_'_._“_'_"“-\\__
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tiles was without a law. They had to drive carefully in their hearts and in their souls

and it's all over the world - people know they're not to lie; they know they're not to commit

adultery, they know this. Where do they get this? This is the greatest proof in the world
K‘.-'__--._--'_""‘—~—-——-v—\.

that man was made in Gods image and that there's a Light as John 1: 9 says in the soul of

every man. God's gonna judge the Gentiles on the basis of this. They are responsible because

__Ei,EElE_lﬁﬂgr law. But the Jews are gonna receive a greater condemnation because you had_é_

spec1f1c word there '35 Miles An Hour', which shoy the law o God erfffﬂzlf¢32§ifﬁg?qr5§’ 2}
/7 ﬂ/u/w& C‘ﬁ/LﬂW zgfé‘ -
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15(read) he says they have in their heart the law just like the 5éws had - you have a judge,
R sl Ll o i il g

that's your conscious or reason. It just happens to be on the inside and he says 'their reason

ing says 'this is right and this is wrong'. Now you have to go back.to V. 12 when you get to

V. 16. When you find a parenthesis, always realize that you can skip that entire parenthesis

and go to the next verse out of a par nthes1s o look at :
2 dlors Wrias LB po Stz

V. 12 (read) and then go to V. 16(6?Zd in the“day' and that 3 the judgement

What is he

—

saying? He's saying God is go1ng to judge thesGent11es and God is going to judge the Jews

and it's gonna be the secrets of men that He s going to judge. The word 'secret' means that
_-‘-’._—'———‘-_—-_‘\-._.———‘__‘_’_______ "

which is hidden and caanot be seen by man but which is the reality of a mans condition, really,

-

before God. Sometimes we wonder,_iyg11, is God just,' you know. How is He going to treat

—_— . ———

the Gentiles? He's going to judge Ehem on the basis of the Light they had.
S8 2 JUINY LU Jldge Lhem:- o

But He's go1ng to Judge the Jews on the basis of the Light they had and Jes. said 'it would

be more tolerable for Sodom and Gemorrha, these wicked cities, that fire rained down upon,

—_——m—mlm M— Y -

than it would be for Capernaum in the judgment. Because, Jes. says 1if Sodom and Gomorrha

, had had the Light of Capernaum, they would have repented but Capernaum said no. Let me tell
'Mw E—— = = . e —

“you something: God has blessed us as no peop]e in all the world. God has blessed some of

us as individuals. God has blessed me. I didn't grow up in a home of ignorance. My daddy

had a deep understanding of the Bible and called us to prayer and I've heard him teach it.



"

Next door to me was a large family and they were reared in heathenism. I am responsible for

so much more than the peonle who lived next door to me. We, in this class, are responsible

for a great deal because for nine years, we have heard the Word of God. When many people in

EE;;_E;;;Ja;‘;SEFE;E;h;E;EHTT?E_E5?H#EH?;#;;;;;;;_;;H;??fr-?ag;dao to church, but they never

heard the message of God. The guiltiest person in the world is the person who's had the
ilade ARG LS R

Light but won't Tive up tg{jt.

—

It isn't easy to live up to the Light. It's eqsier to_hide that Light. It would be easier
for me a lot of times, not to preach what I know to be true. I came to this church in 67
with a deep conviction to preach on the H. S. and the mighty sanctifying word of the H.S.
That was not popular with some people. But where am I, if I dont' live up to that Light?
And that's all that God requires of us. But He does require that: to live up to the Light
He has given us. And when we do this, if we're lost, He will lead us to the cross of Jes.

And will bring us to salvation.

But it's also true in the life of a Xtn. If we're saved:; we will go into more and more Light.
e ———g it e Lo
He will open our hearts to floods of Light as we walk in the Light He has shown us. 1'1]

illustrate it like this: it's often in little things. It doesn't have to be in big things.
This personwwas saved, gloriously saved. The Bible says when you're saved, you ought to make
a confession of faith and be baptized. The Bible says that. Jes. said that. RMYXKE We
ought not wait, we ought to be baptized. But this person reffwzii%o be baptized. Said 'I'm

not gonna be baptized'. /;;/21 z/zjzfﬂzﬁyzjé§7
z Lt /&ZM
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The person started to read the Bible and came to a section of the Bible that the person could

not understand. He said 'Lord, show me, I want to know what this means'. The Lord said 'I'm

not going to show you anything'. The person was confused and said 'why'? Said 'you haven't

F A

——

done what I told you to do. You haven't taken the first step. You were saved. I told you + .

to confess Me and 1 to]d you to be | bapt1zed‘ My friends, this includes a lot of things.

What God tells us to do,X¥XXBXANIX ¥ 1;_5 to join this church, we ought to DO what He tells



-14-

us to do and walk in the Light that He's given us. God said 'I'm not going to show you any
W T o e e e —
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of the Xtn Tife. If I do not walk in the Light God has given me, I will have no Light. If
you heard me preach ten years ago and heard me preach today,\l would have less Light than I
had ten years ago. Not only do you not have more Light: you:1bsé the Light vou have, unless

you walk in the Light.

Thgygqj}tiest person is that person who will not walk in the Light that God has given him.

— N,A\’“/\/\/\/ e — T e

May the H. S., today, teach us to walk in the Light and that means a lot. That means a lot

to us who have heard so much Bible and know so much Truth. Let's be sure that we dont' just

HEAR it, but that we'vre DOERS of it.

Let's stand.



