~ €/2/85- FBC ROMANS - LESSON #9
-Pastors Class

From Tape/mc NO KIDDING - YOU CAN HAVE
AS MUCH FAITH AS ABRAHAM!

Romans 4: 13-25

_Rom. 4: V. 13. In Rom. 3 Pau1 has been te111ng us how we can be decTared righteous before

God. When he comes to the 4th chapter, he gives the great 111ustrat1on of one who was declared

righteous before God. Abraham, He show s that Abraham was not justified by works; not jus-
tified by Law but justified entirely by faith in God. Now we continue this study and he shows

that the prom1se came to Abraham not under the Law but many, many years before the Law was

ever given. For the promise - what was the promise?

V. 13(read) the promise was that God was gonna give Abraham a son and through the line of that

son there would be born One that would be the Messiah. Bnd that Abraham, through the Mess1ah

would be the father of the net1ons wh1ch indeed he 15 today _E!ery believer in the world
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goes .back to Abraham. Abraham is our Sp1r1tua1 Father Th1nk of the children he had:\ His

children are in every nation: He says 'for the promise that he should be the heir of the

e

world was not to Abraham or to his seed, through the Law,'_Nhen was the promise given in re-
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]ation to the giving of the Law?'
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The promise was given four hundred and thirty years before the Law. We read this in Gal. 3

— S

17 & 18. Abraham received the promise from Eeﬁ_&;p years before the Law was given to Moses.

So he's pointing this out. It was not to Abraham or to his seed, through the Law, but through

the righteousness of faith.' And we read of this in Gen. 18. Not by Law at all. But by

fiaith.

V. 14 (read) if the promise had been made under the Law, it woqu have been of none effect
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simply because man cannot keep the Law. We're going to see that it had to be through the
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qusupernaegre]_1gfe£!enfjon of the Grace of God, whereby the promise came to pass: Now Tet me

illustrate that: suppose you were to say to me today 'jump up out of this pulpit and start

floating around here in the air and I'11 give you a thousand do11ars'._“ﬁe11, if you said that
fi _ _

to me, there'd be no possibility of my ever getting the thousand dollars because I can't

jump up and float around. It's contrary to my nature to do so. Well, how about the Law? The



Law makes demands upon us which we cannot perform. What is the Law? It's all summarized in

e . .y i ——— —
the Ten Commandments and what does the Ten Commandments say to us? Love God perfect?y, with

all your heart, mind, soul and strength. That's the fjrst,Foqr and the last six ‘1ove your

ne1ghbor as yourself - that's the Law'. And 1f we cannot keep that, then we cannot keep the

Law and no one has ever kept that. NO ONE!

So if the promise had come through the law, it would have been none effect because man could

_not have done it, had it depended upon his works. And what he, himself could accomplish. R¥x
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V. 15 (read) 'worketh wrath' and indeed it does because man breaks it and the transgression

calls for punishment or wrath, rather than any blessing of God. And then he says 'for where

no Law is,, there is no transgression' and that can be easily illustrated. where there 1s no

sp] —
break1ng of the law. Fifty years ago, in the U. S., no one broke the speed Timit. Why? Be—uw
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cause no state had a law limigting the speed! If a person had had an automobile fifty years
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would have broken no Law because there was no law in the State of Ark. sayTng you can't

travel a hundred miles.

Now that doesn't mean that man doesn't do wrong. When we get to the 5th Chapter, Pauls gonna
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say that Sin reigned from Adam unto Moses, though there was no law and there are many pecple
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who are destroying themselves who don't know there is a Law. But for there to be a violation.

of the Law, there must be a Law. So Paul is just pointing that out there about the Law. Where

no Law is, there is no transgression! _Therefore, it - what is the antwcedent of 'it'? In

reading teh Scrip. you must always find out what the anticedent of the pronouns are. In the

KJV, they are not clear. 'It' of course, is referring to the promise. Therefore, the promise

s of fa1th that 1t m1ght be by Grace'. (this is ¥: !gs(readz. You see, it is by faith that

it might be the Grace of God, not through Law or works but it is by faith that 1t might be

through the unmerited favor of God.



The promise to Abraham came entirely of Grace. He didn'hfdeserye it; he couldhff;earn 1tz
it was something that God had given to him. 'to the end that the promise might be(%izeﬂto
all the seed, not to that only which is of the Law, but to that also which is of the faith
of Abraham' - that the promise simply might not be epnfined simply to one segmegE_gf_humanity-

human1ty and that Abraham might be the father of EUERYONE who is the father of us all' (and

by

—
it's understood - who believed.)
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Abraham is your father as a Gentile, if you have believed in Jes. just as much as he is of
any Jew, who has believed in Jes. This is through Grace and this is through Faith. XX
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V. 17 (read)'as it is written'(and he's quoting from the 0. T. Gen. 17: 5) 'I have made thee
a father of many nations' before him whom he believed' and I would translate this :he is our

in sight of God, in whom he believed'. And look at the latter part of V. 17 (read) 'quicken-
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eth the dead' (or_re resurrects the dead) and calleth those things which be not as though they

were' - now th1s is the description of Abrahams God. (’ﬁb ﬁh1ngs

"
(E@}) He believed in a God who quickened, or raised, the dead. And he believed it
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before the incident in Gen. 22, is the amazing thing. He believed it before he offered Isaac.

He believed it at the time God told him that he, at a hundred years of age, was going to re-

produce a son and his wife, Sara, at the age of ninety. This was his God! This was his God!
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,
f/He be11eved in a God who could ra1se the dead and who could call into ex1stence that which

did not even exist. And that should not have been hard for h1m to have done, if he knew, even
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about the original creation, though we don {4 know whether he had an understand1ng of what had
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happened in the original creation, where in the original creation, God is calling into exis-

tence that which doesn't even exist, through His word He said 'let there be' and it was.
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EXACTLY as God has said. This has a direct bearing on the pr d1cament which he faces, wh1ch
we're gonna see in just a few moments. ?%;, if/4i“’ité‘/’ j;,4wﬁfzf ,
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V. 18 (read) 'who against A}h_hope,_Eelieggdﬁjﬂ“hope. Though theré was no hope of the promise



being fulfilled. Why was there no hope? We're gonna see that in V. 19. There was absolutely

no hope, humanly speaking, of the prom1se ever being fu1f111ed Now this is very relevant

to our lives today. Very relevant. It's relevant to the life of a church! When there is no

hope, humanly speaking, that's when God does His great work. And he says there in V. 18 'who

against all hope, believed in hope,(though there was-no hope) that he might becomg_;hgufqther

of many nations, according to that which was spoken. So shall thy seed be'._/fﬁen. 15; 5)“.

.

So against every odds in the world, he believed. Why? Not because he had a lot of faith, but

——
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because of the God he was serv1ng He was be11egjng in a God who could raise the dead and

_could call into existence that which did not exist! He had rg;h[ggption faith; he had the

T e

only valid there is. There is no Xtn faith except resurrection faith. Abraham had it. Had
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it before Chnlsi,yggﬂgggrhfi1sed from t?e dead. In ?%i;¢fL//L/ 7.

V. 19 (read) 'I'm reading from the KJV and that is not clear. That does not give the meaning.

‘And being not weak in faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead; since

he was a hundred years old and Saras womb was also dead'. You see, he did not ignore the

reality of the situation. Faith never does. Faith is always born out of great obstacles;
—_— =l — —_— s ——

sometimes suffering and struggling. 1 Pet. 1: 7 speaks of the trying of our faith being more

precious than the trying of gold. You see many people go on presumpt1on And they ignore

—— — —
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facts about themselves and about the wor]d in which they Tlive.
e
That is not Biblical faith at all. Faith faces up to the situation that we're in and lays

hold upon God to do something about it. It's not a denial of reality at all. It's the facing
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up to reality. A person who has real faith is a realist. .5QKE?ET was a realist. He realized

he was facing an impossible situation. He knew it was impossible. He knew that the promise
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couaﬂ never come to pass in his own Tife or by anybody elses wisdom or might. _He faced the

ngE_that his body was as good as dead, since he was a hundred and Sara' s womb was also dead!
d_-“\_—_'_“‘"—_'_"""‘—'—h..____.—.___._

Dead., He

V. 20 (read)_'staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief' and the word 'staggered'



is the word 'diakriano’ which means that he did not waver K##¥¥ between two 0p1n10ns What
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__were the two 0p1n1ons*ij}he prom1se of God that he was go1ng to have a son and his dead body

and Sara's dead womb. He did not waver. He was not caught there as so often we are caught.

Weu see what God promises hut we see the circumstances and we say 'it cannot happen'. It
l-—\________'_‘__\‘__._-_-_._ﬂ_ﬂ________'___‘___ e T — —

CANNOT happen. 'He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strong in

faijﬂ__gjving g1ory to God'. How do we g]orifx_ﬁpd? Believeing what he”$§ys and when we

don t believe God we dishonor Him tremendous]y
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When we don't believe God and His greatness, wg_QlEhgggr Him. He said he was strong in faith

giving glory to God and being fully persuaded that what He had promised, He was able also to

perform. What had He promised? He h: had promised a son. He had promised a son which would

_be the seed through whom the Messiah would come ar and would bless the whole world and yet, it's

i e e

not possible for it to happen, humanly speaking. He's a hundred years old; his reproductive

abilitfes are gone; Saras are gone and yet he says 'l am fully persuaded that what God has
promised, God is able to perform'.
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Now Tisten, why did God let Abraham reach a hundred years old and why did he let Sara reach

the age of n1nety before the child was born? So that 1t could be ent1re]y of Him and not of

them. Why does God let you get in bad shape and let me get problems that I cannot solve?

Just absolutely get up against it? You know why? To show what a great God He is. That's

exactly the reason He does it. God de11berate1y_lg§_5§[§ham reach the age of a hundred and

his wife ninety in order to prove that He's the God of the resurrection and the God who calls

into existence that which is not. He 1ets us come to the end - of our rope and somet1mes, He

a church come to the end of its rope before He really shows what a great God He is!

You and I are determined to do it ourselves and to do it in our own way and to do it according
to our education, according to our own works and understanding. But that brings no honor to

God! "I’ talked to a Tady this week who said 'I have a hopeless situation in my home'. I daid

'‘my son'. I said 'are you a Xtn?' She said 'I am'. I knew she was anyway, a wonderful Xtn.



I said 'do you really believe it's hopeless?' and she said 'well, I was about to believe it'.

I said 'had you ever thought of the God of Abraham? Are you not serv1ng a God who raised the

dead and who Z¥¥¥#d calls into existance that which does not exist?' And she said 'well,
S
really, I have not been thinking about that. I have been overwhelmed with the circumstance
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of my soni. As I see it, it's hopeless'. I said hope]ess with you but not hopeless with
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the God who raises the dead and with the God who can call into existence that which does not

exist'.

@@é There is nothing hopeless, my friends, when we believe in a God who can do and who is like that
' that ——

I ran into & lady twenty four hours later and I said 'how are you feeling?' She said 'I am
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.absolutely 1iving in a different world. _What you said took hold in my heart and I am living

v1ctor10us1y today because I have my eyes on a God who ra1ses the dead and who can call into
. ST TTmeem o TR Y REe U e AR AR TdRs

ex1stence ‘that which does not even exist'. And you and I are living in an age that there
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is no answer from psych1atry -and there is no answer from the experts on human nature; there

is no answer to the problems of modern Tife except the God of Abraham, who is our God in Jc,

who can raise the dead and can call into existence that which I¥XH#¥ does not even exist.

I'm telling you that no matter who you are and where you are, that there's hope for you tonight

if you can believe in a God 1ike this and it's not the amount of faith that you have; it's

the kind of God you have. You say 'well] Abraham could have that kind of faith but not me'.
SR o
Just _hold that in your heart. Let's go on and finish this and then I want to do over this

outline with you.

V. 22 (read) 'it (that is: this kind of faith) was imputed to him for righteousness (or

justification or being declared right before God). Now

V. 23(read) that righteousness was imputed to him.

~

‘%{?Vj éﬁfiread) 'but for us a]so' this incident is in the Bible for us! We tend to read about

these Bible characters and we say 'well, now, they had a spec1a1 corner on God and they were
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faith
very, very special but that isn't true. As a matter of fact, Abr&&ams b ¥4 was not extra~
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ordinary face. It was resurrect1on faith: It was the very kwnd of faith that you and I must

have, if we reale have faith and that is in the Son of the resurrection. Later '~ on, Abraham

really proved that he believed in the God of the resurrection. You read the 22nd chapter

you take thi s son through whom I m gowng to bless the world and you take him up on Mt Moriah

and you offer him as a sacrifice.'

You know what Abraham said, as he left the servant at the foot of that mountain and started

up that mountain, you know what he said to the servant? He was going with Isaac up the

mountain? He said 'we will come back'. 'I'm going up the mountain and I'm going to slay
this boy, which he did, in his own heart, according to Heb. 11: 17, 18 & 19, he actually

sacrificed him. He had no doubt that he was going to kill him. He said 'I'm gonna kill him
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on the mountain but my God is the God who ra1ses the dead and He's got to raise him from the
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we 're gonna come back down the mountain'

Because he believed in a God who kept His word and could do anything in the oworld to keep
His word. 'Now 1t was not written for his sake alone, that his righteousness was imputed to
him, but for us a]so to whom it shall be imputed (or credited) if we believe on Him that

raised up Jes. our Lord from the dead'. (V. 23 & 24). That's faith! Is to believe that God

ra1sed Jes. from the dead but ‘operates in our lives with the ‘same type of power and with the

same miracles. It's just not the resurrection of Jes., but it's touching our lives in im-
possible areas of death and hopelessness where God, through Christ, can bring 1ife and hope

where we have none. None at all. And then he says in

V. 25 (read) 'offenses (transggessions) 'justification' (or our righteousness). You say 'well

I thought this ail happened at the cross Listen N}ggeﬁggylggfgust1fy1ng faith is resurrectior

faith. One of our problems today is that we've limited the Gospel even. The Gospel of the




resurrection has not been preached in most Evangelical churches. we’ve jg§;mhung Christ on

A

a Cross, but we've not raised Him from the dead with the power to change lives: We come to

the 10th Chapter of Romans and Paul is stating Gods plan of salvation and he says 'if you

will confess with your mouth that Jes. is your Lord and believe in thine heart that God has

raised Him from the dead, you will be saved'.

What is our basic p[9b1em? It's death Before we're saved, we're dead people. We are dead

in trespasses and sin. What is the answer to our problem? The resurrection. We need a

Spiritual resurrection. There's no salvation, apart from a Spiritual resurrection. That's

——

saving faith. Abraham had resurrection, saving faith Iwo thousand years before Christ was

ever raised from the dead. But it was not extraordinary faith' it was just faith 1n the God

_that's revealed in JC. We talk about the great faith of Abraham. It was not that, it was

his BIG God. That's our problem. It's not the amount of faith!

ey
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Let's look at this Tittle outline:™ THE OBJECT OF ABRAHAMS FAITH

The Bible never talks about the amoqu'of fa1th basically. g\fes. says in Mark 11: 2@ that

if you have faith as a grain of mustard seen (and a mustard seed is microscopic almost) that

e,

e

. you can say to the mounta1ns 'be removed' and they will be removed into the sea'. The

important thing is not Faith in faith. Many people have just fa1th 1n faith. It's not the

B S — ettt e
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amount of our faith; it's in the God in whom we have our faith. Nhat was the object of
M

Abrahams faith? God, but a God who could raise the dead. And could call into existence that

which did not even exist.

_Well, his body is dead. Can the Lord work in that situation and produce a child? Can He
.
call into ex1stence a womb of Sara that doesn't even exist? Why, OF COURSE He can!” I'We

the birth of Isaac. Now, it wasn't a v1rgan b1rth but 1t was certa1n1y in the realm of tha

miraculous. It was in the real of the miraculous indeed! God quickened the body of a



hundred year old man and restored the womb of a ninety year old woman, to keep His word

and His promise. It applies to our 11ves today. It applies a]] the time in our lives where

there are situations that are absolutely numan1y hopeiess and yet we have the promise of God
that says 'I'11 act and I will do'. A1l God wants us to do is to believe in Him who raises

the dead and calls into being that which does not sven exist!

It's the OBJECT of Abrahams faith which is the emphasis in Scrip., not the amount of faith

which he had: You and I ought to have more faith than Abraham and I'11 talk about that in

just a few moments. Think of the

/
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;ﬁ/ OBSTACLES TO HIS FAITH. Did he have a 1ot‘to overcome to believe? qﬁgmgerﬁainly did. Just

like you and I have. You see somebody with a real living faith and you will see somebody

who has R4XXN faced tremendous trials and even persecution and suffering. Oh, there are a
M%”///,wlw e e et e

Tot of glibeheads and sometimes you see them on television, who tell you a lot of things,

but they really don't have a living faith. <gsop1e who have a faith have faced the problems

e

of 1ife and have laid hold upon God.

Abraham had three cobstacles to face: #1. He had a dead body. #2. His wife had a dead

e
womb. #3. He had a staggering promise. It was just too good to be true' Did you know
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and listen, at least 75% of the people who call themselves Xtn, say 'oh, that cannot be! OH,
that cannot be!' I stand in this pulpit and sometimes preach these promises and I'11 see
utter doubt written upon the face of neople who've been Xtns for years. ake 365%“§5§§f”5”7§§?

(read) how many people believe that today? That if we do what this verse says, that our

material need will be met today? How many people REALLY believe that today?

The great promises of God stagger us until we won't even lay hold upon them. Thank God for

is a prob?em of God. It's not a problem of the amount of money we have, my frwends. When a
e i T B )
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person will not tithe his money and when a person will not give those resources unto God,

his problem is: his God is too small! He does not believe what God has said' And that's

e e

so sad. So sad. Even the promises of God become a staggering problem with us. Abraham had

them and he did not deny them. He faced up to them, and his God overcame his obstacles.

“How about the operq;jgg@gf\his faith? You have to go back to the Genesis narrative to see

it in operation. God appeq}s to Abraham. There's one conversation I would loved to have
heard. I'd have Toved to havéuheard the conversation that Abraham had with Sara when he
came in to her that day and announced they were going to have that child. Wouldn't you have
like to have heard that? I can imagine he came in to Sara and he said ‘Sara, I was having

devotions this morning and the Lord just said to me the most wonderful thing I've aver heard

and it's just incredible, Sara!®

She said 'well, Abe, come on and tell me. My curiosity is running mighty high'. And he said

~well, you better sit down. You better sit down'. And she sat down and Abraham said 'do
P — B
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you’Eﬁbﬁwﬁﬁgixﬁod said to me? We're gonna have a baby'. Can you imagine what she must have

before you came home!! You've been drinking something'. 'No, the Lord told me we're gonna

have a baby and I don't doubt it'. And Sara laughed. Sara laughed! The Great promises of

.God, they are so tremendous until people laugh at them. They don't believe them. Do you

believe the great promises of God?

Well, I must say that I've read them and at times I could not believe them to save my life!

But I can imagine that after this conversation that Abraham leaves the house and Sara says
Al ATV
'well, where are you going now' and he says 'I'm going out to buy a bassinet and while I'm
ol e mEr &

out there, I think I'11 jog a little and get in shape because thi§mggy is coming'. He did

not doubt the promise of God because his God was SO BIG! The situation was hopeless but he
believed that God was bigger than the problem. I've got something in my study, where I study

and where I pray, that talks about 'it's not our problem; the problem s whether God is big
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has
enough to handle the problem. You know what/happened to us in the latter part of the 20th
Century? I remember a time when people could 1ive much simpler than they can today. And
there was a time that a man could set his course - a young man could set his course and say
‘well, I'm gonna do this and I'm gonna do that' but you see, we live in revolutionary times
and we Tive in a day millions of people who name the name of Christ are absolutely being

crushed. Why? Because they don't have a God BIG enough for the times in which we are 1iving.

The times in which we ar e 1living call for a BIG God. The God revealed in Jes. The God of
R —— NN

s

resurrection. More than any txme we've ever known. The kind of God that Abraham had. Yes,

Abraham put it into practice indeed. He acted upon the faith, he didn't just say he be-
lieved, he acted upon it. And when we have true faith, we act; we don't sit. Read Hebrews

11: it says 'by faith, Noah built an ark. By faith Enoch was translated. By faith

Abraham journeyed 1nto a fore1gn country by fawth When we have faith, we act, we do It's

e S

not something that's passive. It's the most dynamic force in life is faith. Faith! Abraham

went to Ur(I think he's saying) and he acted upon his faith.

o
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//Now what was the origin of his faith. NOw th1s is very interesting. Where did he get his
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faith? What was the origin of his faith? _From the prom1se of God: Which in our language
MN*‘“‘\./

today, was 51m91y the Word of God. Now I just want you to think with me just a few moments:

e

ﬁﬁ;Abraham did not have one word of Scrip. Not OQE word of the Bible had been written in

N

Abrahams day. Not even the Book of Job. A1l he had was the promise of God! What do you

and I have? We have all the Word of God written in language that we can read. That's His

s s e i

promises to His people.

\ ( Abraham Tived about two thousand years ago, before the resurrection. You and I Tive two

thousand years beyond the resurrection. It's documented in history/ Spurgeon said 'there

is more ev1dence that Jes. arose from the dead on historical evidence thatn that Geo. Wash-

ington Tived! But Abrham didn't have this and Abraham was the first believer as far as we

~ R, —_—

know and he was surrounded by pagans. NO one believed, except Abraham. Zggygnd I are sur-
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_rounded by believers. Most of us have been brought up in a Xtn home or many of us have.

We've been in S. S. and a Xtn church all of our lives, SURROUNDED by people who are supposed

to believe. And we hve two thousand years of the witness of the church of JC. Yet, we say
that Abraham had faith and God just kinda put him on a pedestal and if he could have faith,
that you and I cannot have. You and I ought to have - if possible - much more faith than

Abraham. And our God ought to be BIGGER, if that's possible than Abrahams God.

How do you and I get faith today? Rom. 10: 17 tells us (read) this is EXACTLY the way we

B

get faith. It says 'faith cometh (you don't manufacture faith) by hearing (hearing what?

T EEEe——

Hearing of the Rhema) the Rhema of Christ'. What does that mean? How do we get faith to

be saved? How do we get this faith to be saved? _We have got to hear the word_ggqut Jes. and

vy the Nord about 0urse1ves, in the inner man. The Bible gives that Word, my friends and if
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we will Tlisten to that Word, _we will have faith to trust Jes , as our Sav10r The Word
'_\'—-—~—\_______’_ o —— | e L l“__

—about Christ. That He is the Savior and what He did to save us. That He died on the

—

cross. that He was buried in a grave and that He arose again. That's the reason I talk about
this in the invitation is that the H. S. might take that Word about Christ and create faith

in the heart of those who listen. 2 ¥ T
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Wayne, when you preach, preach the Gospel! And the Gospe{_)s that Christ died; thatuﬁe was

0 oy ,
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buried in a grave and He arose again and everybody needs to hear it! That they might be-

lieve. But how about we, as Xtns? How do we have faith? To lay hold upon this great God,

_____

how do we have it? By hearing the Word; by hearing the Word of God; by staying in the Word

of the Lord. That's the way faith comes. You can tell whether a person reads the Bible a

Tot. If a person has no faith, really - suppose you're doing something great in your church

that calls for Faith - people who have no faith have not been with God, in the Bible.

Pe°p15,WEEHEff,lﬂ_fﬂﬁﬁygfg=9f,§9§qﬂ?Ve faith._ Are you having problems today? There are not

many of us who are not. If you're having problems, that does not mean that you're different
from anyone else. I have a lot of problems. Sometimes, heart-breaking problems. You have

problems; everybody has problems and most people have more problems than they can handle!
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Well, how are we gonna solve them?_ Gonna go to a Seminar? Gonna get one of these se]f help

books? I'm tei11ng you, it'11 not solve them I mention the problem of a childless marr1age

Is there one - is there a person here with that? There could be. Don't raise your hand, but
I'm just asking you. R¥ A mother with a broken heart this week told me about discovering her
son was a homosexual. Somebody bothered with that today? Another mother told me about her

child on drugs. Many have financial problems.

Another young person told me, said 'I am living w1th utter frustration'. Another person says

1 seem to be caught. I just seem to be caught in a rut and I can't get out'. What on

earth can we do? What can we DO, my friends? The Bible does not give us ten ru]es 1n gettvng

e [

out of the rut. The Bible points us to a God who can raise the dead and who can ca11 into

s _

existence that which does not exist: God is the answer to our problems - is to hold on to

e,

God and believe the promises of God and they are wonderful inithis Book, to His people!
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They are wonderful and wehn we really - we REALLY, believe in the God of the Bible, we can
believe in the promises of the God of the Bible and this is the thing that will change our
lives my friends and nothing else will do it. NOTHING else will do it. Let us not make the

foolish mistake of saying that 'Abraham could have this faith' or maybe 'my mother could

have it' or 'the pastor' or 'my S. S teacher, but I cannot not'. Jt's for EVERYONE of us

/poday Listen, we have a God who raised Jes. from the dead and that God lives in us even.

And He WANTS us to trust Him and He WANTS us to believe what He says. And when we do, we

have found the answer to our problems, I don't care what it is!

Now, it may not come within a week and it does not mean that we may not be put to the test,
friends, but I'm saying to you that the Bible promises Gods people, deliverance and His prom-
ises are TRUE! He wants us to get our eyes upon Him and off of our problems. I talk to
pastors and I'm concerned indeed and I think you could understand that pastors face many
problems. We all face them, but I had a pastor to call me this week and he said 'I don't know

what to do. I just don't know WHAT to do.' and you know what I do? I try to 1ift their
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vision of God. The God they serve - not give them ten steps to N¥X¥ Health, Happiness and
Prosperity: That doesn't help much. For one session, it's alright and a sermon on that's
alright, but you don't build a life on that basis. You build a 1ife on your concept of God;

the greatness of God; the adequacy of God; He is absolutely adequate and is ours, in JC!

<A

Wherever you are today and this morning people came and I was conscious of it. A woman called

up yesterday; her husband, after eightegg_yggrs, just walked out on her. 'QEL_Bgnqg;t, can

—

you give me some answers?' The woman was thinking of 'can you give me ten steps in how to

e

501ve thTS and I can't do it! And the world wants that, you see. They want the pastor

e e L

to give them ten steps or an easy formula - there IS not easy formula! But if that girl kﬁows
Jes., there is an answer to that problem and people are gaving divorces and all kinds of

heartaches! _Listen, the God of the resurrection will come to your rescue. Absolutely!

He has promised He will do this. Go back where you lived this week,if you've come to one

—_—

of these heartbreaking problems and get your eyes mppon Him. Get it off of yourse?f and get
h_1E49ffq2fdX9EB—EEEElg1JEEijEﬂLjELlIB@E_EQEElEE_E?e" you can listen to God and read this

Bible for thirty minutes and come on Wednesday nights and Tisten to it and come to S. S. next

Sunday and stay in the Word of God and keep your eyes upon the great God we have and I'11

guarantee you,you'll find some help. You'll find some relief' Some relief for yourself.

Lets stand.



