FBC -°7/28/85 ROMANS - LESSON #16
- Pastoyrs Llass A SOFT PILLOW FOR A WEARY HEAD

From Tape/mc Romans 8: 18-28

My topic today is A Soft Pillow for a Weary Head. I would revise it just a little bit and call

it'A Soft Pillow for A Troubled Heart and a Suffering Body.' Do you have a troubled heart?
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Does your body suffer? Now we will conclude the teaching on that theme, in V. 28. But in V.

CneZ 0
19 and following, we have some other great Scriptures. I want us to look at it very, very

carefully. Notice he says in

V. 18 (read) 'for I reckon (that means I KNOW for a fact) ... the fact that God promises to

—

cause all things to work together for our good does not mean that we will not suffer. There is

- — —

not a Scrip. that says that God's peop]e may not be called upon to suffer. But notice

V. 19 (read) notice it begins with 'for' which indicates that the thought of V. 19 is Tinked

with V. 18. He says that the glory which is gonna be revealed in Gods children are so much

greater than any suffering that we should not even compare them. 'Of the creature' means 'the

creation'. This word 'earnest expectation' means 'with the head outstretched'. The creat1on

- == -—

with the out-stretched head is waiting for the manifestation of (or the revelation) of the sons

—

of God'. Now we have to go on, of course, to V. 20 to understand what he's saying. But I want

to pause right here: he says that the creation - the natural creation - that would include the

inanimate woer of nature. It would not include say, the good ange]s
r(.,oguvz';//z’? /fﬁ S TGP PO §
They are not gonna be changed. It's not gonna include the Ead angels for they're not gonna be

———

freed from their bondage. But he says that the natural oréer is looking eagerly for the un-

o

veiling of the sons of God. That is, for the time when Gods chi]dren are_gding to be resurrect-

ed, and they're gonna be redeemed and freed from all sin and all bondage, that nature itself is

eagerly awaiting that moment. We'll see later on, because at the time that our bodies are resur-

rected end we're freed from a11”bondage in sin, the natural worle is gonna be resurrected, and

freed from all bondage and sin.

YUXX%E You see, when man failed, not only did he fall, but the natural order fell' Nature was

corrupted And simply doesn't measure up to Gods potential at all! Look at



V. 20 (read) 'creature' (that's the word creation;meaning the natural order of things) was made

subject to vanity'. What does this mean? The word 'vanity' means 'frustration' or 'the failure

-—

to fulfill the purpose for which God made it. 'For the creation was subject tp_?fustration,

_ failure' - not willingly. The world did not want to be placed under a curse, 'but by reason of

—_— —— —_——— S

him who have subjected the same in hope'. The world fell. It didn't want to fall, but man

caused it to fall.

The natural order was perfect. This earth would bear its fruit in total fulness. What it does

today is but a partial of that which God intended. A1l nature has been affected by sin of man.
Gen. 1: 31 says that God Tooked out upon His origianl creation and it was good'. The Hebrew

says 'exceedingly good'. But after the fall, it was not exceedingly good. There were many
—-———— pE— e
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_bad things found in nature. Rattlesnakes and th?fff:ﬂﬂlﬂﬂﬁ diseases. We're told that plant
s
- d1seases costs us b11110ns o\‘d011ars a year, Nature is bouﬁﬁyHKTh1nk of a wrestler, who has

all physical power to wrest]e, and yet there are cha1ns put on him, or weights, and he can on1y

B i — ——— ==

wrestle partially. That's nature! It's in bondage: Because of the sin of man.

But it's not gonna always be in bondage. Look at

V. 21 (read) 'creature' again means 'creation'. 'From the bondage of Corruption into the
.‘-"‘_‘_‘—-—__
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gTor1ous 11berty of the children of God'. Just Tike the Children are going to be given a new

body. A perfect body. So nature 1tee1f 1s go1ng to be 11berated into that same liberty, into

-‘—‘—-—-_\_‘—,_‘_\_'_ i -
that complete freedom from sin and from defilement, wh1ch the fa11 cast upon it. You notice

- ——

_%: this bonéfge of corruption'? That really could be exp]a1nggﬂ3§ the second Law of Thermo-
2 _ _

dynamicsik The First Law being that all things are cqnfgrxgﬁf%fﬁe Second Law being that all

things are running down. All things are winding down. Scientists tell us that even the sun is

burning up and if time stood long enough, that it would burn up.

Someone has said that the day God gives us life, .HE_EEEEEETFak1”9 1t away. A11 of nature is

— —
—— —_—

_under the curse of sin; it's in the bondage of corruption. It's winding down. YOu and I are

i ——— ————

w1nd1ng down today. We're headed toward the grave. This is because of sin. It was not Gods
MW



Vgrigina] purpose at a111 But PTL, the creation itself, also shall be delivered from this bond-

age of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. And it says in

V. 22 (read) notice it says ALL creation. Which means the creation in its individual parts.
— T

That every part of this natural creation; the plant Tife and the animal life - that every part

of it groaneth and travaileth (that's the Tanguage of childbirth). But see 1t s b1rth to a new

BSOS PR

age and to a new life - not to death. These pangs are not looking forward to death but to that

A e st

total 1ife which is to come to the universe, Of course, we read in the 0. Test., back in Isaiah

e e

h}l_gfmgwgggfept world. Christ is gonna come and He's gonna reign for a thousand years in a re-
deemed world and there'll be a perfect man in a perfect world. You see, this world belongs to
the Lord. )}

~\ﬁEﬂeﬁéiTwiEffElEE§k1§Wf9” a time to 'sin and satan, but God has not abandoned this world. This

. e i

world is gonna be redeemed. We read in 11 Peter 3: 9‘how through fire - that the universe is

stored w1th f1re - and that th1s fire is gonna purge and cleanse and redeem the very world in
T T \MMMM/»/M*—‘“‘ ,,,,,,,,,,,,

which we live. This world w111 never be destroyed. This world is gonna be resurrected! Just

Tike our bodies. Our physical bodies, in a miracle we can't understand, is gonna be raised from

the dead. It's not gonna be something that's totally new, but it's gonna be this body, ina

miracle of God that's gonna transform it. Jes was raised in His physical body.

i

That's denied today, in so many theological circles. But that is true. He was ra1sed in His

physical body. This world is gonna be resurrected! It's gonna be born aga1n It s going to be

S

totally free until there'll be a perfect man in a perfect world. Last part of V. 22 says ‘'in

~ pain together untw] now Very strange - he personaf1es nature. He says 'the whole creation -

birds and plants and an1mals groan to be delivered!' Now I can't say I understand this, but do
you realize that recent experimentation has pretty well proven that plants are affected, even by
us today, by what we say and the environment and our talk? There is a relationship between the

inanimate world in which we are living, and Gods redeemed people:

Anyhow, it says here =that this creat1on is groan1ng, to be de11vered Nature, itself, is

S



groan1ng and 10ng1ng for that time when the blight of sin will be lifted and nature will be

-__.,__

_free, as 1t was intended in the beginning. But notice in

V. 23 (read) not only does nature groan but he says 'not only they (this should be translated

(:if* meaning the natural creation) and not only it, but ourselves a]so, which have the firstfrui

of the Spirit'. He says ‘even we outselves, groan within ourse1ves wa1t1ng for the ad0pt1on,

——

to wit (or namely) the redemption of our body:' Not only does the natural order of things

gcoan for this new world of complete freedom from sin, but he says_fa1§p we (Gods people, who

have the f1rstfru1ts of the H. S.). What is the firstfruits of the H. S.? _Tha% is: the H. S.
—_— W - —
that comes in when you're born again.

It's the earnest - Paul says in Eph. 1: 13 (read) 'given the earnest of the Spirit (means the

. down _payment; the part1a1 part of the H. S. until the redemption of the purchased possession).

We HAVE the H. S. if we're the children of God. You can't be a child of God unless you're born

of the H. S. and Paul is saying we who have the H. S., that we are groaning for the adoption--
_not meaning sonship, which we saw in V. 15, but the adopt1on wh1ch w111 1nc1ude the redempt10n

of our body, until they will be made free. Now why would we groan?

B Because of the H. ,§Eﬂiﬁ_99f lives. We have the down payment of the H. S.; we have a foretaste

— ——

of Heaven; Eternal Life has come into our hearts; we have exper1enced Chr1st and it is so won-

_derful until we long for the fulness of it. We Tong for the time there will be no 11m1tat1on

That it will be complete until there'll be mo Timitation of our body. Just think today; if
_we ]iygq_ig_q_pgrfggt body, what we could enjoy! But you see, we're limited but we're groaning;

we're groaning - there's something in us that says there is something better: And the H. S. has

e i

. put % txx th1s in our hearts and that's the desire for Heaven. It's in our hearts. He says 'we

e . —

groan, even we oukselves, groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption and then he goes on

to say 'th1s adopt1on is mainly the redempt1on, the full redemption, of our body.

e — —

Our spirits are already redeemed. But we're groaning for that time when we'll not be held down

by the physical body, but that our body wii]ﬂbe as saved as our Spirit, indeed. And of course



it's not hard to find a groaning today, through the weakness of our bodies and the d1scourage-

ment of Tife. They're groans everywhere and there always will be groans until we come into

e
~—~

that compléte freedom that will céEé’&BEE“QEZ of course, are completely redeemed in the body.

o T

V. 24 (read) not ‘saved in ‘hope' but 'saved 1n’TFE hope ( you have the definite article there
\,w

in the Greek). you say 'well, that contradicts something else Paul says in Eph. 2: 8,9 (read)
says Grace there and here it says that we are saved in the hope. No we are saved in the past

by faith and we appropriate salvation by faith. If [f you're saved | this morning, you were saved in

__the past by faith ir 1n JC But you see our salvation is not complete. Now it's complete enough
G o e e o e s MRS
that you/know that you're g¥3¥ going to Heaven. Absolutely, right now! You're justified and

nothing can be added to that justification; it's based on Christs work.

But we Xtns are yet to be totally saved and that is our hope and that is the salvation of the

LM%M,
total man or the body of man. So he says that‘we are saved in the hope. We're being saved -
T e P T

that is sanctification. But hope that is seen is not hope, for what a man seeth, why does he
yvet hope for'? And, of course, if we could see it and we'd already experienced it, it would not

be future - it would be present. But though it is future, hope does not mean just wish for and
— T s

desire. It means a confident expectation. While it is future, yet 1t 1s something that is so
S N e —

real in our lives until it absolutely changes our Tives and 1ifts our lives and gives us a

- B e U

perspective of hope ani of Joy

ya

Listen, there's nothing much greater today than the hope! iIﬂEﬁhopghE§§EM§§§}is in charge and

T

that God will bring us through and is gonna n make us 11ke desus! And is going to redeem the body

and that's a tremendous, tremendous hope. One theo]og1an has said 'what oxygen is to your body,

hope is to your Spirit'. Another theologian has said 'the greatest problem of modern man is not
Ao S wwwww%m@.mw

even_sin but despair'. This is an age of despair! And the only hope is that hope that God is
e R s

in charge and that we - that Tife is not meaningless. There's a broad school of thought in this
country, taught in our major universities - 951§§ent1a11§m(7) which says 'there is no purpose in

Tife'. That's the major doctrine of the ph1Tosophy today and much of modern theology. Over

against what we call in Xtn doctrine - theodesy (?) - that God has purposed and there is a hope.



Paul says in 1 Cor. 15: 19 (read) suppose we had ho hope beyond the grave? We would be miserabl

—— _— e
—

What gives meaning to life in the peesent 15 that thS Is that HOPE that we, indeed, are
e —— T T T e ———

headed for God and will be like Him and that nothing can ever change this! But if we hope for
that we see not, then do we,wwtth patience, wait for it. Now we're waiting for Christ to come.
We can wait for that! It's going to come. I do not doubt it. I would Tike for it to come in
my day. Dr. Lee used to say to me 'I be11eve that Chr1st w111 come before I die'.

He did not!: You and I should never give up, though He doesn't come in our day. With patience,
we should wait because if's just as true it's gonna happen; just as surely as if it'd already
happened: Now the next two verses are a marvelous Scripture on the aid of the H. S. You see,
we're in a body; we're very limited in our understanding but even in this body, we're not with-
out a great helper. Likewise, the Spirit

V. 26 (read) 'infirmities here is the word 'ééakne§§‘ and it's referring to our weakness in
prayer. Now I want to read on and tpen_[gfggi:ig_ggmg_back and break this down. He says 'the
H. S. helps our weakness when we pray'. He goes on to say 'for we know_not what we should pray
for as we ought' notice Paul say§i?éi- he includes himself! Now there are some things we know
to pray for. We know that we ought to pray that we have a fgggjgjﬂg heart; we Kgpw_that we

ought to pray for the lost. There are many things that we KNOW that we ought to pray for but

there are many things that we do not know. 'We know not what we should pray for as we ought'.

Paul includes himself but thenthe says ''but the Spirit himself maketh intercession for us with

groanings (or unspoken groanings) which cannot be uttered'. Just unspoken groanings is the best
——e MR iz e 2
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way to translate it. ‘With unspoken groanings' or groanings which cannot be uttered. Now what

e —

is he saying here? This is one of the greatest promises to the people of God! Who are intgrest
ed in prayer. He says the Holy Spirit hhelps our weakness. Now this word_{hg}gg' is found

only one other time in the N. T. It's found in Luke 10: 40 (read) Martha said _to. Mary ‘Help me

in the kitchen'. It's a long Greek word; made up of three words. what it really means is 'one

R o

who comes aTong and picks up the STde of a burden and helps us Tift it'.

L1C [0 4T



side
My father used to say to us boye}‘grab hold, bqys' Get on the other/of the obJect, 1s a piano

or what it was -‘lgrab hold'. The H. S. grabs ho1d our prayer requests and lifts them to the

father which is in Heaven. When we feel that we' re. he1p1ess and ~sometimes can hardly pray and

are disturbed, the H. S. is right a]ongs1de of us to grab hold of our prayers and 1ift them to
p R 15 —_———- —_— —

Heaven. But He does a great dea] more than that ‘For we know not what we should pray for as

we ought!! But the Spirit Himself maketh intercession ofor us with groanings which cannot be

uttered'.

Notice it says groanTngs which cannot be uttered' - let me deal with this first and then I

will talk about the 1nterce551on. Some have said 'well, what H¥%¥¥ this is - this is an unknown
_ tongue or 1anguage which we don't understand’'. This could not be that at a]l' Tongues are

spoken. He says 'th1s is an unspoken groan1ng which the H. S. makes while we -pray'. Now this

“

doesn't mean that you and I are not to pray. The HO]X~§ElflE%f5 doing His work and grabang

—

ho1d and 1nterced1ng wh11e we pray. James 4: 2 1s still true. This does not mean that we're

— e —

to s1t back and not pray. But it does mean that the H. S. will 1ift our petitions to the Lord,

but, more than that, will make intercession for us, with unspoken qnoan1ngs to the Father.

- -

Now how can He do that? Look at

V. 27 (read) 'and he (thatiis, the Father) that searcheth the hearts .. etc. You and I pray.

If we could pray in the w111 of God at all ‘times, the H. S. would not need to edit our prayers.

But 1 John 5: 14 & 15 (read) you see somet1meehgehprgz_gggdge_gp_not pray accord1ng to the will

of God, the Father. We just don't. We do not know at times. We are limited and yet, our heart

=t L

are right - we want the Will of God to be done - but we do not pray it. What does the H. S. do?

The .H. S __speaks to the Father in groanTngs unspoken and we cannot understand, but which the

\‘_ — = — e — —— S

(_ Father understands very weT]"\ﬁnd He rea11y 1nterprets our hearts not our heads- But He in-
_rather understands

terprets our hearts: And the H. S. NEVER prays, except in the Will of God and when He prays tha:

prayer, the Father hears it and indeed, He answers the prayers of the H. S.!

It's a marvelous and wonderful thing. There are many things that happen in my Tife and your

— e



Iife which are the results of the intercession of the H. S. in Heaven. I read this story:

of a pastor who felt 111 and the congregat1on began to pray oh Lord heal him!: Heal him and

ﬂﬁ

ra1se him up:' But the Lord did not heal him, he died andfh15 very best fr1end \preached the

b

funera] And he said to the congregat1on maybe some of you fee1 that God does not hear prayers

Oh, yes, God does hear prayers;’but there were two prayers prayed: that opposed each other.

St
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&ou prayed that your pastor be heaTeJLbut the H. S. knew that that was not best, because the

church had become too dependent upon the pastor and the pastor needed to be removed for the

- e ———

good of the church and S0 the H S , knowing your hearts reallv wanted the N111 of God done,

interpreted to the Father rea]ly, that the best thing and the Will of God was that the pastor
"'\—’_\_—\_//——/—\—/_—'\

not live' and so he died.

Now this is the way it is. Often the Spirit of God is interpreting our hearts and gétting

those prayers through to God when we've stated them in a way that God could not answer them,
g i SRR SRR IR IR X

because they were not according to His Will. Listen, when you and really have the desire to do

the Will of the Father and we are ignorant in our praying, listen, the H. S. is 1ifting that
: e SR R

_ prayer to the Father ~ But more than that, He is seek1ng the very mind of the Father and our

— e

prayers are gett1ng through I have never found a greater promise xX¥ in the Word of God, unles
it is Rom 8: 28 ‘And the Father that searcheth the heart knoweth what is the mind of the
Spirit'. Indeed He does because He makes intercession - that is, the H. S. maketh intercession

e — what
for the things, according to the Will of God! MY, akwax a GREAT thing that is!:

That the H. S. maketh (and that's present tense, which indicates a continuing going on) maketh
intercession for the saints, according to the Will of God! Now I have to move on to Rom.
8: 28 and spend the rest of my time there.A Soft Pillow for a Troubled Heart and a Suffering

Body. I want us to look at this verse. I'm reading from the KJV.

V. 28 (read) this is really a summary of all 27 verses. Now, let me read it as it appears in

the Greek tongue: and we know thathtghevery Eheﬁ1eying God - now that's the first thing in the

sentence - those who qualify. We know that to every one loving God, God (I am convinced that
T

God is the subJect of the sentence)and if we have students here; some of you have been to Semina)

g e
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and I would remind you that God is the subject in thekb4+¥a Manuscript and also 'Thee'(?) -

that is the two most ancient manuscripts of the N. T. that we have. LEiod is the subject!

And we know that to aTT those 1ov1ng God, God causes aT1 th1ngs to work together for their good,

— -

to the ones called according to His purpose. Now in th1s, we have so much Truth that it is in-

exhaustable and please pray that I can cover the salient points! Look, we'll start with

f 0 911 . Ve NESZ
1( WE KNOW."\ Paul says 'we know' - he's not trying to prove anything. The Greek verb
means 'this is a fact' or“fno question'. The positiveness of it - we know!.rﬂgﬂ_ﬁjd Paul know7

He knew it from the 0. T. Script. He knew it from the case of Joseph, if none other. Gen. 50:

20 (read) Joseph is ta]king to his brothers. And it was not only good.for Joseph, but it was

— . —— -

good for the brothers who had sold him in to bondage. Doesn't mean that they did right but God
worked good out of evil. x?ﬁﬁmﬁl§94“fﬂylhkﬁﬁﬂﬁj@“fEET“biE_PHE“?XPerie"Ce- Paul KNEW that God

made all things work together for good to them who love God!

But then he knew it because Jesus had revealed it to him. This is a fact that we're talking

about. This is not fancy. Now, we know - we know what? That to all those loving God, that
._“_‘_‘_H—_h‘-—-—.q
God causes all things to work together for the good of them who are the called according to His
S R S O e e
purpose. Now there are many people who completely misunderstand this and humanize it. They'11

say 'well, . you k know th1s means I'm Tucky' - don't EVER use that word. A Xtn is never lucky!

Or that everything will come out in the wash! You ever hear that expression? Or everythings

A
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gonna pan out?  Or Brownings famous line, in the Victorian age, when the world was at peace

P

and England was ruling the world - great poetry - bad theology:
u,(/f /L"»‘ e ' T e

*?/?4?7@ kﬁﬁpds in His Heaven: alls r19ht w1th the ‘world! =

Oh, no, not at all. Alls not right with the world. This is humanism. This is not what Paul
is saying: He's saying, in a positive way 'we know th§; God causes all things to work together
for good to them who love God; to them who are the called according to His purpose'. We think

of the positiveness. We're dealing with reality or Truth, not human speculation. Now

2. THE PEOPLE INVOLVED. We know that to those loving God that all things work together for
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good. You see, there's a limitation in the promise. Now this is widely quoted by people who

don't 1ove aOd Now didn't Paul say'to those who believe on the Lord, JC?' Why didn't he say

e

'to thosa who are born again'? He brings it down to the bottom line. He brings it down to that

%KXEHwhich demonstrates the people of God, as nothing else does. Those who Tove God Who Toves

God? The Bible says 'those who keep H1s commandments Obed1ence is the HaTTmark of loving

kggg;wmln John 14: 21 (read) you say 'will that mean I have to be perfect in keeping the command-

ments to qualify for this'? No, it doesn't mean that.

But it DOES mean that in your heart there is that deswre and fear of God in wh1ch you want to

e e e e+

do His will and you're seeklng to do that through the a1d of the H. S. That you're not against

e e — SRS,

Gdd out here and claiming His promise. That you're not a wor]d]y, ungodly person, but you love

..

God: Now there are a lot of people in this class who love God. But I'm not sure everyone does.
If you love God - now listen to what I'm gonna say: 1if you DON'T love God; He first lovad you
and the only reason you'll ever Tove Him is because He first loved you. 1 John 4: 19(read).

You CAN love Him and you can claim His promise! Now that's the people. But how about

3. THE PARTICULARS. I put it in 'P's' because I hope that you can remember it. It says

that all things - God KLAXXXHE causes ALL things. Did Paul really cot out on a 11mb here and
\Aﬂn—ﬂ_..\g/‘_\\’/

_ get excited? And get rhetorical? Does he REALLY mean ALL things? Or does he mean MOST th1nqs?

L

_Many things? Good things? Th1ngs that we can understand? He means ALL things! There is noth-

R .

ing excluded from what he says! You say rea11v7 ALL things'? Yes. Now he doesn't say that
all things are good, see? He doesn't even say that all things happen as they're supposed to

nappen. Uhz-huh, he didn't say that!

But he says that God causes all things - all things. Would that include our sins? Yes, it
—

would include our sins, even though He'may chastise us and punish us for our sins, it'11 include

our sins. Will it include the skeletons of the past? If it would not include my sins and your
MW o

sins and the skeletons of the past, I f1nd no comfort in it! I know that the good is for my

good. The thing that is so tremendous is that God takes even the bad - the sins, the failures
o s

of the past - are you having any disappointments today? I heard of a business man in town, a
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friend of mine who really made a bad business deal. Lost a lot of money. I've been so concern-
ed: Would it include that? It certainly would. Would it include a child that's disappointed
you? Certainly it would. It includes everything - ALL things - God causes ALL things - the

darkest moment of your 1ife - He causes ALL things to work together for good. The next 'P' is

4. THE PROCESS. Work together for good. Now he doesn't say that everything is good.

Cancer{’gifﬁipwj;§e1fﬁmjs not good. Some of the early Xtns misread this and they séid 'all

things are good'until they actually mutilated their bodies. They said 'it's good to suffer’.

e
It's NEVER good to do things like that. Ma11gnancy is not good. To Tose your business is not

good. To have a wayward child is not good’ Bible doesn't say that: It says that God CAUSES
all things to work together. God inter-mingles them and works them out, in a way that only

He can do, in this life and also it'11 continue in Eternity!

"For our good'. You don't understand this; I do not understand this, no mortal mind can under-

stand this. There s no t1me frame put on 1t He doesn't say He's gonna do this in twenty four

,,,,, P N k\, i ——

hours. He may do it in twenty four hours, He may do it in twenty four days; He may do it in
twenty four years. We don't know WHEN He‘11 do it; there's no time frame in it. It says that
'God causes all things to work together for good'. But you know what the bottom line of all
this is? The glory of our Lord, JC. You see, when He adopted us into His family, He made us

heirs and joint-heirs. What I become is His business indeed. I'm His child!

You think He's gonna forsake me? You think He's gonna let anyth1ng ultimately bad, happen to

Wﬁ»ﬂ\ e en i s i T e
His children? His very Name and reputation is at stake! The Glory of our Lord, JC, is at stake

here! We belong to Himj He's not gonna let the devil get us!: He's not gonna let ANYTHING de-

stroy us: He may punish us. We may suffer but He will bring it out ultimately and one day,
A o

we'll be just 17Eg\§;\ist You and I don't understand it, but if we believe it, you'll never

b e depressed and you'11l never be discouraged, my firiend! NEVER! You can't do that and believe

what this verse of Scripture says. We know that God - God is the subject. God causes all

things to work together for good: What is the good? That is the last point
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5. THE PURPOSE. That we should be conformed to the image of His Son. What is Gods pur-

pose for you and me? That we be hapPY; that we have everything convenient? NO. What's Gods

purpose for my life?i That I be conformed to the image of Jes. He predestined that before the

world ever began, according to Eph. 1: 3 (read) That we be conformed to the image of Jes.

And everything that's happening, He is causing to contribute to this great, ultimate purpose He

has that we will be conformed to the image of Jes. and that's what He's doing in our lives.

We could not be further from the Bible in our society today. And if I could be depressed, it
would depress me - the thought pattern of American culture today! We're taught that everybody
_is to be happy. That everybody 1s to feel good. And we even have systems of theology that says

you don't have to get s1ck Everybody can be rich and never have any trouble - NEVER! And the
whole world today is on a mad craze to feel goodi To feel good! And there's not a word of
Truth to this and not a word of Scripture that ever justifies this! That's the reason that I've
tried to 1ive by the principle and to teach my boys ‘do what yog_KNOW_Xooﬂoogﬁt to_do' odsed

. upon the Truth of the Word of God whether you feel 1ike it or not' And the feeling will take

care of 1tse1f.

But this culture is bu11t on fee11ngs And if it doesn't feel good, it's not good. God did not

say that everything would feel good. "He did not say that we would not have to suffer but He

DID say that He would cause all things to work together for good to those loving God and to
those who are called --- what does that mean? There are two calls in Scripture:L,there is the
General Call - everyone receives this. There's the General Call - the H. S. speaksfi But then,
there's the Effectual Call. That s those who hear and those who respond and those who rea]Iy
trust Christ and who love Him. Called, according to His purpose and purpose here does not mean

.
a specific vocation. Called to conform to the image of His Son. ' // vﬁb
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We are so limited today until we just don't even know what is good for us. That's how ignorant
you and I are. Only God knows. Only God knows! Any of us who have lived a few years can look
W

back on a Tot and see that that which appeared to be the greatest disaster, has.already, in

THIS life, become the greatest blessing! I ask you today 'what's troubling you? Are you trouble
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Is your heart troubled? Is your body suffering? Do you love God? Do you Tove God?' If you

—

do, this verse is a soft pillow for a weary head. I gpggs go through history and show you the
2 T
greatest tragedies that became the greatest blessings. Fifteen Hundred and Fifty Five, a Godly

man by the name of Latimer_apd Reidly were burned at the stake in England, baek to back. Lati-

mer turned to Reidly, while the flames were going over their bodies and said Lfsgr not, Master

—_—

_Reidly, be a man; we'll Tight a cand1e in England that'l1 never be put out*. Do you realize

T

that England never forgot that and Catho11c1sm was DEAD from that day in Eng]and:

—————— —

By thg_ggrqing of two of the most Godly men who ever lived. Dr. Geo. Truitt killed a man on

a hunting trip. Killed a police officer in Dallas. It looked like his ministry and 1ife were

ruined. God 1ntervened in h1s 11fe and gave him the greatest ministry . AFTER he aCC1denta11y

ki11ed this man. God causes ALL things to work together for good to them who love God.

x{éi?"’}ﬁ%,ﬁgg;Zf?éﬂ—ﬁ

I used to like to watch my Tgther bake a cake. It's one of the most yjng_jbjpgs in my child-

hood. First of all, she'd get together the 1ngredigg§s for the cake. She would get flour,

bak1ng soda, lemon extract, shorten1ng, various things. And she would start to put these to-

gether. Now any d;e of these things, w1th1n themselves, was not good. Did you ever try to
__Efiﬂﬁ_fﬁfff_gfﬁfﬁgrzsnjPg? Or some baking powder? That isn't good. But when she mixed them

all together and they intermingled, that was really something delicious: And that's what God

is doing in your 1ife and in my 1life today; if we love Jes.

What about if you don't Tove Jes. this morning and you don't Tove Jes.? The Bible doesn't say

that all th1ngs are work1ng for good The Bible says the very opposite: that you're under the

[ ———

wrath of God. I know of no greater reason or incentive to trust Christ than what we're studying
today:
SIDE TWO OF TAPE

viv 18 tO
KXX%¥ have our lives under the authority of Jes. and the control of God. The lost man cannot

claim this at all: This is only the Promise to the people of God. But now let me say the

devil doesn't want you to believe this. So we've got a lot of discouraged Xtns and a lot of
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depressed Xtns - we've got all our Xtns living by humanism and false theology. Now if you love
Jes. tonight - today - believe this Promise. Believe it. Start living by it. Don't try to
tune it down. Don't try to explain it away. Just believe it! We know IXXEKINY¥X also, that
for those loving God, God causes all things - ALL things - now there are those who say 'but

{ggxiwgggw‘yg've got to gét in there and work these things out with God'. On no. Uh huh - that

is false teaching!

Now the Bible nowhere teaches that you and I are not to pray and to be active but you see, this
is not you working it out with God: Uh huh - the moment you try to manipulate and try to think
it through - KHANXIHEKXHKEX and work it out, you gum up the works and it gets worse! You
can't work it out! It's God. .Iﬁgfe's not a hint in the Scrip. that you can work it out with

e —————

God. It SAYS plainly 'we know that to every one loving God, God causes a]]‘€ﬂ;ngs to work

together for good to them who are the called according to His purpose'. That's a soft pillow

for a weary head.

Let's stand.



